


  

Action Church embraces the following statements concerning the truth. The Bible is 

our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. This Statement of Fundamental Truths is 

intended simply as a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all speak the same 

thing; I Corinthians 1:10; Acts 2:42).  No claim is made that it contains all biblical 

truth, only that it covers our need as to these fundamental doctrines.  We do not 

presume to say the phraseology employed in this Statement of Fundamental Truths 

and Doctrines is inspired or that it is the final word on Bible truth. However, we are 

persuaded it is proper and consistent with the Holy Scriptures which state: “So many 

others have tried their hand at putting together a story of the wonderful harvest of 

Scripture and history that took place among us, using reports handed down by the 

original eyewitnesses who served this Word with their very lives. (Luke 1:1-2 MSG). 
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Section 1:  
Alphabetical Listing of Our Statement of Faith 

ALCOHOL 
The Scriptures speak often of the destructive power of consuming alcohol to a state 
of inebriation. Noah’s drunkenness brought shame to his family (Genesis 9:20-27). 
Lot’s drunkenness resulted in an incestuous relationship with his two daughters 
(Genesis 19:30-38). An inebriated Xerxes sought to humiliate Queen Vashti publicly 
(Esther 1:9-22). The consumption of alcohol impairs good judgment, inflames 
passions, and invites violence (Leviticus 10:8-11; Proverbs 20:1, 23:29-35, 31:4,5).   

ANGELS AND DEMONS 
God created the angels to be His servants and messengers (Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 
148:2; Hebrews 1:14).  Satan is a fallen angel who led a group of angels in rebellion 
against God (Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:12-15). He is the great enemy of God and 
man, and the demons are his servants in evil. He and his demons will be eternally 
punished in the lake of fire (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10). 

ANOINTING OIL IS ADMINISTERED FOR HEALING 
The anointing oil is administered for both physical and spiritual restoration with the 
laying on of hands when required (Mark 16:18; James 5:14).  If sins have been 
committed against Christ or His Body they are to be confessed.  
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ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 
Assurance means that you, a believer in Jesus Christ, have confidence that you are in 
the family of God and therefore have eternal life. Assurance looks at our eternal 
salvation from man’s viewpoint. The central passage is (1 John 5:13). Each clear verse 
about eternal salvation, such as (John 3:16), stresses the basis for assurance because 
God keeps His Word. 

BAPTISM 
We believe the New Testament teaches at least three baptisms. First, there is the 
baptism whereby the repentant sinner, upon trusting Jesus Christ as his Savior, is 
baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13).  Secondly, 
there is water baptism by immersion for believers only.  This we believe to be an 
ordinance of the church, whereby the believer experiences the reality of co-crucifixion 
and co-resurrection with the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 6:3-6).  
Thirdly, there is the filling or baptism in the Holy Spirit by the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
may occur at or subsequent to conversion.  We believe that speaking in tongues as 
the Spirit gives the utterance is the normative evidence of this baptism.  Further, we 
believe that by the believer’s continued submission to the Holy Spirit, his very 
weakness is transformed into strength to witness for Jesus Christ in power, and to live 
according to the will of God (Acts 1:5-6; 10:46; 11:28; 19:6). 
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BAPTISM OF SALVATION 
We believe that God never wanted the simplicity of salvation to be complicated by 
anything beyond what Jesus did on the cross. And so the Scriptures teach that at the 
point of salvation (acknowledging the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross and confessing 
Him as Lord and Savior of your life) you receive the Holy Spirit. 
In other words, you simply believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, 
and confess with your mouth that He is Lord, and you will be saved. That’s all you’ll 
ever need for eternal life, and that is received by grace through faith so that none can 
boast that they earned it (John 20:19-23; Acts 19:1-6). 

WATER BAPTISM 
Following faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the new believer is commanded by the Word 
of God to be baptized in water in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:12, 36-38; 10:47-48). 

BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a necessary and vital experience for every believer 
and is evidenced by the initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the 
Spirit gives utterance.  Those who seek the fullness of the Spirit shall receive prayer 
for the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:15-17; 19:2-6). 
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BIBLICAL MARRIAGE 
Biblical Marriage is clearly defined as one man(born a man) united with one 
woman(born a woman) for life. This covenant is with God and should not be taken 
lightly or altered to fit personal preferences. (Genesis 2:22-24, Ephesians 5:22-33, 
Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 10:6-9, Galatians 5:24-25). Since God created marriage 
(Genesis 2:22) and He clearly states that it is a covenant made between a man and a 
woman that makes them one (Genesis 2:24) we cannot in all good conscience accept 
any definition of marriage other than that which God says it is. The marriage covenant 
requires the married parties to be faithful, loving, and helpful to each other as long as 
they both shall live (Mark 10:3-10). Christians are not to marry unbelievers (2 
Corinthians 6:14-18). Those whom God has directed to be joined together shall, after 
counseling with the pastor concerning what God requires of them, be joined in 
Christian marriage (Malachi 2:13-16; Matthew 5:32; 19:5-6,9; Romans 7:2-3; I 
Corinthians 7:10-11, 15; II Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 5:22-23). 

Action church observes the wedding ceremony as holy and unto God.  It is a religious 
ceremony and cannot be conducted in this church without pastoral consideration. 
Any couple wishing to conduct their wedding ceremony in this church must first 
submit to pastoral counseling that is approved by this church.  The couple must also 
live a lifestyle that is consistent with this church’s doctrinal views. 

BLESSED HOPE 
The resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ and their translation 
together with those who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord is the 
imminent and the blessed hope of the church (I Thessalonians 4:16-17; Romans 8:23; 
Titus 2:13; I Corinthians 15:51).  
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CARNALITY 
Carnality comes from the Greek word for flesh, sarkikos, and often refers to man 
living apart from God’s power and Word, whether a believer or unbeliever. When one 
lives by his own power, he is living by his human fallen nature, which works through 
the flesh or body. The believer who lives by his human nature instead of by the Holy 
Spirit is said to be carnal. The central passage is (1 Corinthians 3:1-3) where believers 
are living like unbelievers and are called carnal. (Galatians 5:16-21) states the conflict 
between the flesh and the Holy Spirit, and lists some works of the flesh that are sins. 
Carnality is opposite to spirituality. Confession of sin to God restores the believer to 
walking in the light, to fellowship (1 John 1), and to walking by the Holy Spirit 
(Galatians 5).  

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Christian service is serving God and believers through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
mainly in the area of one’s spiritual gift, through godly love, when abiding in Christ, 
and to God’s glory. This is the application and expression of the Christian life (John 
15:1-5; 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; 1 Corinthians 10:31). 

COMMUNION 
Communion is a unique time, in the presence of God, when the elements of bread 
and wine (the Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ) are taken in remembrance of 
Jesus' sacrifice on the Cross (Matthew 26:26-29; I Corinthians 10:16, 11:23-25). 
Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper, is a memorial of the covenant made with 
God through the blood of Christ. It is a continuation of the Passover Feast, which God 
commanded His covenant people to observe. Those who have made covenant with 
God through the blood of Christ and have been baptized are instructed to 
participate. The church participates in Communion as a body or family, with each 
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covenant partner in fellowship adding to the blessedness of the experience (Exodus 
11, 12; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:19-20; I Corinthians 10:16; 11:23-26). 

CONFIRMATION OF CALLING 
Confirmation is administered by the laying on of hands of the presbytery to confirm 
the believer in the faith and service of Christ.  This is done after the believer has been 
instructed and established in the doctrines of Christ (John 7:17; II John 9; Acts 8:17; 
14:21-23; 15:32, 41; 19:6, Galatians 2:9, I Timothy 5:24).  

CREATION 
Of the World:  God spoke into existence the world and all things that it contains, for 
His own pleasure, and the enjoyment of His creatures (Revelation 4:11; I Timothy 
6:17). Of Man: God created man in His image according to (Genesis 1:26) as a triune 
being consisting of spirit, soul (which is made of the mind, will, and emotions), and a 
body.  

DEATH 
As a result of original sin, all mankind is subject to the death of the body.  The soul 
does not die with the body, but immediately after death enters into a conscious state 
of happiness or misery according to the character possessed here on earth either by 
rejection or acceptance of the Savior (Romans 5:12; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Philippians 
1:23). 

DEDICATION OF CHILDREN 
The dedication of children is the presentation of a child to God, and therefore 
establishes a covenant between God and parents.  God promises blessing and 
protection to the child whose parents are faithful to rear him/her in the services of the 
Lord. Such a child is made holy and is part of the covenant family of God by the faith 
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of his parents until he/she reaches the age of accountability, whereupon he/she 
becomes responsible as an individual before God and is commanded to repent 
(Psalms 34:11; Isaiah 54:13; Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-16; I 
Corinthians 7:14). 

DELIVERANCE 
The need for deliverance is manifested by an inability to be free from bondage: e.g. 
mental (emotional), physical, or spiritual normally associated with demonic activity.  It 
is God’s desire to bring deliverance to His people (Job 5:19; Psalms 91:3; II Timothy 
4:18; Hebrews 2:15; II Peter 2:9).  We have been granted the authority in the name of 
Jesus to bring deliverance to others (Mark 16:17; John 14:12; I Corinthians 12:8-11).  
We must understand that our warfare is with the forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12), our 
weapon is the Word of God, our authority and power are from Jesus Himself (Mark 
16:17; Acts 1:8) and that the battlefield is in the spiritual realms (Ephesians 6: 10-18; II 
Corinthians 10:3-5; Romans 8:9; Galatians 5:22-23). 

DIVINE HEALING 
Deliverance from sickness is provided for in the atonement and is the privilege of all 
believers.  The ministration of the laying on of hands accompanied with the anointing 
of oil for the healing of the sick shall be granted as request is made and the need may 
require (Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:16-17; Mark 16:17-18; James 5:14-15).  

DRESS CODE 
The obedience of a child of God is not measured by what clothing we wear but by 
our walk in the Spirit. A believer is to dress modestly with the Christian simplicity that 
becomes holiness, not to indulge of pride in dress or behavior (Proverbs 29:23; 1 
Timothy 2:8-10; James 4:6; 1 Peter 3:3-4; 1 John 2:15-17; Galatians 5:16).  
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ECONOMICS 
Biblical economics is a free enterprise system with the ownership of private property, 
the right to accumulate wealth, and proper taxation (Leviticus 27:30-33; Proverbs 3:9; 
Proverbs 6:6-11; Proverbs 10:5; Proverbs 10:11, 26; Proverbs 13:22; Proverbs 22:22; 
Proverbs 24:30-34; Ecclesiastes 5:18-20; Matthew 22:17-22.) 

EDUCATION 
As Christians, one of our responsibilities is to make sure that we and our children are 
educated in the godliest manner possible. God has entrusted us with children and He 
will require an accounting of what we did with them (2 Chronicles 17:9; Psalm 78:1; 2 

Timothy 3:16-17; Roman 1:20; Ephesians 6:4; John 1:17). 

ETERNITY 
Man was created to exist forever. He will exist either eternally separated from God by 
sin or in union with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated 
from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is Heaven. Heaven and Hell are 
places of eternal existence (Matthew 5:3, 12, 20, 6:20; Mark 9:43-48; John 3:16, 36; 
Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Hebrews 9:27; 1 John 2:25; 5:11-13; Revelation 
20:12-15). 

ETERNAL COVENANT 
The Eternal Covenant leads to the Covenant of Grace. Whereas the Eternal Covenant 
was made between the Father and the Son, the Covenant of Grace is made between 
God and man. This latter covenant is where God promises eternal salvation to man 
based upon Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. The manifestation of that covenant occurs in 
our world in a sequence of additional covenants that God made with individuals: 

Adam (Gen. 2:15-17), Noah (Gen. 9:12-16), Abraham (Gen. 17), the Israelites at 
Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28), and believers in the New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-37). 
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ETERNAL SECURITY 
Eternal security means that when a person believes in Jesus Christ as Savior, he can 
never lose his eternal life. The Bible clearly teaches that once we believe in Jesus 
Christ as Savior, our eternal destiny is fixed and secure. Security looks at our eternal 
salvation from God’s viewpoint (Ephesians 1:13-14; John 10:27-30). 

EVANGELISM 
Evangelism, the communication of the gospel message, includes a warning, an 
explanation, and a call.  Evangelism includes warning people about sin and the 
consequences of sin (John 16:8; Acts 24:25; Revelation 20:11-15).  It includes an 
explanation of God’s remedy for sin—the gospel (Acts 8:29-35; Romans 3:21-26; 2 
Corinthians 5:21), and it includes the clear call to repent (to turn from sin and to turn 

toward God) and believe the gospel, by faith (Mark 1:15; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 17:29-31; 
Romans 1:17; Romans 10:9-13). 

FASTING 
Believers are called to fast as long as our motive and attitude is right before God: 
humility, recognition and expression of our dependence and need for God in our 
lives, intercessory prayer for others and ourselves, and focusing ourselves on God’s 
will and our ministry for Him. To show genuine humility, repentance, confession of sin, 
and need of the Lord (1 Samuel 7:6; Jeremiah 36:9; Ezra 10:6; Nehemiah 9:1-2; Joel 
2:12; Daniel 9:2-20; 10:2-3).  
To pray for others, especially those ill (Psalm 35:13; 2 Samuel 12:15-23). 
To pray for guidance and safety (Esther 4:3, 16; Ezra 8:21-31). 
At the hour of one’s death (Judges 20:26; 1 Samuel 31:13; 2 Samuel 1:12; 3:35). 
To concentrate on service for the Lord (Acts 13:1-4; 14:23). 
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FAMILY 
The family is the first and most important classroom and training ground for society. 
The family provides the security, the heritage, and the perpetuation of morality 
without which no society can survive (Genesis 4:1-2; Ephesians 6:1-4). 

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD 
Fellowship with God emphasizes the friendship relationship with God the Father and 
the Son. Sin breaks the fellowship; confession of sin restores the fellowship. When in 
fellowship with God, believers partner with God in service and enjoy a close 
friendship. The central passages are (1 John1 and John 13). Since one is no longer 
walking in darkness (sin), the Holy Spirit also leads and controls the believer as 
Galatians 5 teaches. John 15:1-9 uses the term “abide” which also refers to fellowship 
with Jesus Christ.  

FINAL JUDGEMENT AND ETERNAL STATE 
We believe that at death the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in the Lord 
Jesus Christ pass immediately into His presence and remain there in conscious bliss 
until the resurrection of the glorified body, when Jesus Christ comes for His own.  
Whereupon soul and body will reunite and shall be with Him forever in glory; but the 
spirits and souls of the unbelieving remain after death conscious of condemnation 
and in misery until the final judgment of the Great White Throne when soul and body 
reunited shall be cast into the lake of fire, not to be annihilated but to be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 
power (Luke 16:19-26; 23:42; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; II Thessalonians 
1:7-8; Jude 6, 7; Revelation 20:11-15).   

There will be a final judgment in which the wicked dead will be raised and judged 
according to their works.  Whoever is not found written in the Book of Life, together 
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with the devil and his angels, the beast and the false prophet, will be consigned to 
everlasting punishment in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15; 21:8). 

FIVE FOLD MINISTRY 
The church is to be taught and led by the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 
teachers for the purpose of every believer seeing and exercising his/her priestly and 
kingly ministry as outlined in (I Peter 2:5,9) and (Revelation 16). The five-fold ministry 
is to teach and train its people to do the work of the ministry with maturity and unity in 
mind.  Working with these ministries will be elders, deacons, and the gifted men and 
women of the church (Romans 12:3-8; I Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 4:11-13; I 
Timothy 3:2-12; Titus 2:1-15). 

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
The nine gifts of the Spirit set forth in I Corinthians 12 should be and must be 
operative in the church to enjoy the fullness of God. These gifts are imparted by the 
sovereignty of the Holy Spirit and only work or are operated by this one and the self-
same Spirit (I Corinthians 12:11).  

GIVING 
Biblical giving is the giving of self and wealth to God and His work, and doing so 
voluntarily and out of love for God and His work. Central passages of Scripture for 
giving: (Matthew 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 16:1-3; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 6:6-8; 
Philippians 4:10-19, 1 Timothy 5:8, 17-18; 3 John 5-8). 
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GODLY LOVE / CHRISTIAN LOVE 
This is God's kind of love in us for others, especially for believers. (John 3:16) and 
(Romans 5:8) demonstrate that God’s love is sacrificial. Since this is true, godly love—
Christian love—is also sacrificial. The Holy Spirit produces it in a believer who is 
controlled by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23; Romans 5:5). Christian love is not 
dependent on the person who is loved. It depends on the source. Godly love pleases 
God (2 John 5-6). The basic idea in godly love is sacrifice for others—thinking of 
others first and doing for them that which is in accordance with God’s will and God’s 
good, and that which is needed. Furthermore, it includes responsibility, which is being 
accountable to God, to doctrinal principles, and to one's level of spiritual growth; 
protection of others by way of verbal protection (what we say), mental protection (our 
thoughts), and physical protection; self control which relates to sacrifice, 
responsibility, and protection; and thankfulness. First Corinthians 13:4-7 personifies 
love by saying what it is and does, and what it is not and does not do. Godly love 
contrasts with friendship love which is for certain people. 

GOD'S WILL FOR PROVISION 
It is the Father's will for believers to become whole, healthy and successful in all areas 
of life. But because of the fall, many may not receive the full benefits of God’s will 
while on Earth. That fact, though, should never prevent all believers from seeking the 
full benefits of Christ’s provision in order to better serve others. 
 • Spiritual(John 3:3-11; II Corinthians 5:17-21; Romans 10:9-10) 
 • Mental and Emotional(II Timothy 1:7, 2:11; Philippians 4:7-8;    
  Romans 12:2; Isaiah 26:3). 
 • Physical(Isaiah 53:4,5; Matthew 8:17; I Peter 2:24). 
 • Financial(Joshua 1:8; Malachi 3:10-11; Luke 6:38; II Corinthians    
  9:6-10; Deuteronomy 28:1-14; Psalm 34:10, 84:11;  
  Philippians 4:19). 
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HEALING OF THE SICK 
Healing of the sick is illustrated in the life and ministry of Jesus, and included in the 
commission of Jesus to His disciples. It is given as a sign, which is to follow believers. 
It is also a part of Jesus' work on the Cross and one of the gifts of the Spirit. (Psalm 
103:2-3; Isaiah 53:5; Matthew 8:16-17; Mark 16:17-18; Acts 8:6-7; James 5:14-16; I 
Corinthians 12:9, 28; Romans 11:29). 

HOLY BIBLE 
The Bible is God’s Word to all people. It was written by human authors under the 
supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. Because it was inspired by God, the Bible is 
truth without any mixture of error and is completely relevant to our daily lives. It alone 
is the final authority in determining all doctrinal truths. (Deuteronomy 4:1-2; Psalms 
119:11, 89, 105; Proverbs 30:5; Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 22:29; John 5:39; 16:13-15; 
17:17; Romans 15:4; Romans 16:25-28; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 
Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Peter 3:16).  

HELP OF THE POOR AND NEEDY 
We believe that it is the intent of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to feed the hungry 
(Matthew 25:34-40; Isaiah 58:7-8); to care for the poor (Matthew 19:21; Psalm 112:9; 
II Corinthians 9:6-9); and to care for the widows and orphans (James 1:27).  We 
further believe that such ministry should be toward His name to both saints and 
unbelievers (Hebrews 6:10).  
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INFALLIBLE WORD OF GOD 
We believe that the Holy Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, were written by holy men 

inspired by the Holy Spirit and are God’s revealed word to man.  They are the sufficient, 
infallible rule and guide to salvation and all Christian worship and service (II Peter 1:20-21; II 

Timothy 3:15-17; I Thessalonians 2:13).  The Bible is the inspired Word of God, equally in all 
parts and in the whole; it is totally inerrant in the original manuscripts.  It is the supreme 

revelation from God and of God, superior to conscience and reason, though not contrary to 
them; and it is therefore our infallible rule in all manners.  All the Scriptures center about the 

Lord Jesus Christ and hence, no portion is properly read nor understood until it leads to Him. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Son of Man 

Jesus was born miraculously of the Virgin Mary (Matthew 1: 23; Luke 1:31, 35). 
He lived a sinless life (Hebrews 7:26; I Peter 2:22).  

He came into the world to save men from the guilt and condemnation of sin (John 3:16), 
offering His blood as atonement (I Corinthians 15:3; II Corinthians 5:21) and making it 

available to all who exercise faith in Him.   
He resurrected from the dead (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39; I Corinthians 15:4).   

He is exalted to the right hand of God (Acts 1:9, 11; 2:33; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 1-3).   
His divinity is proved from His titles, His attributes, and His works (John 1:14; Luke 1:26-35; 

Acts 4:12; Acts 16:31).   
He is presently seated at the right hand of God the Father, interceding for His redeemed  

(Acts 2:33-36).   
We also acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord over all things in Heaven, and on Earth, and under 

the Earth (John 1:12-14; I Timothy 3:16; Acts 7:37-38; Philippians 2:9-10; Hebrews 7:25).  

JESUS' BLOOD 
The Blood that Jesus Christ shed on the Cross of Calvary was sinless and is 100% 
sufficient to cleanse mankind of all sin. Jesus allowed Himself to be punished for both 
our sinfulness and our sins, enabling all those who believe to be free from the penalty 
of sin, which is death (I John 1:7; Revelation 1:5, 5:9; Colossians 1:20; Romans 
3:10-12, 23, 5:9; John 1:29). 
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JUSTIFICATION 
Justification is the legal act whereby God declares the sinner to be innocent of his or 
her sins.  It is not that the sinner is now sinless, but that he/she is "declared" sinless.  
This declaration of righteousness means the person is justified before God.  This 
justification is based on the shed blood of Jesus, "...having now been justified by His 
blood..." (Rom. 5:9) where Jesus was crucified, died, buried, and rose again (1 Cor. 
15:1-4).  God imputed (reckoned to our account) the righteousness of Christ at the 
same time our sins were imputed to Christ when He was on the cross.  That is why it 
says in 1 Pet. 2:24, "And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed."  Also, 
2 Cor. 5:21 says, "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him."  Additionally, we are justified by 
faith (Rom. 5:1) apart from works of the Law (Rom. 3:28). 

KINGDOM CITIZENSHIP 
Sovereign God rules all creation, but He favors those that are in faith relationship with 
Him.  He puts them in His kingdom by grace through faith (1 Chronicles 29:11; Psalms 
2: Jeremiah 50:17-20; Daniel 4:17, 25, 32: Haggai 2:21-22; Luke 8:22-36).   
All believers are citizens of God’s kingdom and commanded to be patriotic toward 
His Kingdom (Philippians 1:27; 3:20). 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 We adhere to a simple belief that power or anointing of any other necessary quality 
can be transmitted from one person touching another.  The Levitical priesthood first 
practiced this (Numbers 8:10-11, 27:22-23).  Jesus practiced it as a blessing, (Mark 
10:13-16) and He, as well as others, used it for healing  

(Mark 5:22-23; 16:18; Acts 14:3; 19:11-12; 28:8; Luke 4:40), conferring office 
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(Acts 8:16-18), receiving anointing (I Timothy 4:14) and for ordination (I Timothy 4:14). 
We believe in the doctrine of the laying on of hands for: 
The confirming of believers to commitment and ministry in the local church. 
The confirming of one’s call by God to special ministry in the local church  
(Acts 13:1-3). 
The imparting of spiritual gifts (I Timothy 4:14; II Timothy 1:6). 
The experiencing of the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17-18). 
The ministry of healing of the sick through the Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 16:16). 
The blessing and dedicating of children to the Lord (Mark 10:16). 
We further believe that, in obedience to the Holy Scriptures, we should lay hands on 
no man suddenly, but that the laying on of hands confirms a ministry, which is already 
observable and has been proven (I Timothy 5:22).  

LAW AND THE GOSPEL 
The Law is the do’s and don’ts of moral behavior.  God gave the Law so that people 
would have a guide to live by and a standard by which they might recognize God’s 
purity and their sinfulness.  There are 613 commandments in the Old Testament.  They 
oversee moral, judicial, and religious behavior. 
The Law is a reflection of the character of God, because the Law comes forth from the 
very heart of God.  Since it is not possible for us to keep the Law and therefore earn 
our position with God, we then need the holiness of God given to us because there 
simply isn’t any way for us to attain to the standard of God.  Therefore, "...The law was 
put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith," (Gal. 3:24). 
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LIBERTY/ FREEDOM 
Liberty or freedom includes privacy and personal responsibility, and is the direct 
application of God’s sovereignty and human volition. The Bible teaches both spiritual 
freedom and human freedom (John 8:31-36). God created man in His image and man 
therefore received moral freedom and volition, with the result that he was created to 
live in freedom—to live with free choice or freedom (Genesis 1:26-31). The exercise of 
freedom requires free people to grant freedom and privacy to others. Personal 
responsibility, therefore, goes hand in hand with freedom. Tyranny and slavery often 
occurred due to the sin nature of man, but God willed for human freedom to 
predominate. For example, when an Israelite was enslaved, "Every Israelite (man or 
woman) who had become a slave might not only be redeemed at any time by his 
relatives but, if this did not take place, was bound to receive his freedom without 
payment in the seventh year, with a present of cattle and fruits (Exodus 21:2; 
Deuteronomy 15:12–15). Indeed all slaves of Hebrew descent, with their children, 
obtained freedom without ransom in the Jubilee year (Leviticus 25:39–41)." (The New 
Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1988. 444) The very fact of volition and authority argue for 
human freedom. The Law of Moses outlines human freedom for Israel, God’s priest 
nation (Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 146:7; 119:45; Isaiah 61:1; 1 Peter 2:16). 

MAN 
Man is made in the image of God and is the supreme object of His creation. Man was 
created to have fellowship with God but became separated in that relationship 
through sinful disobedience. As a result, man cannot attain a right relationship with 
God through his own effort. We are all born with a sinful nature and choose to sin 
against God. We're incapable of regaining a right relationship with God through our 
own efforts (Genesis 1:26-30; 2:7, 18-22; 3; Psalms 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; 
Jeremiah 17:5; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18, 23; 5:6; 6:6; 7:14-25; 1 
Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19, 21-22; Ephesians 2; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11). 
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MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST 
The second coming of Christ includes the rapture of the saints, which is our blessed 
hope, and is followed by the visible return of Christ with His saints to reign on the 
earth for one thousand years (Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7; 
19:11-14; 20:1-6).  This millennial reign will bring the salvation of the national Israel 
(Ezekiel 37:21-22; Zephaniah 3:19-20; Romans 11:26-27) and the establishment of 
universal peace (Isaiah 11:6-7; Psalm 72:3-8; Micah 4:3-4).  

MINISTRY AND DISTRIBUTION 
The Bible relates that covenant partners of the Levitical order were to be paid from 
the tithes and offerings presented (Numbers 18:21-24; Deuteronomy 12:19; 18:1-2) 
by the people to the men/women of God at the church.  The church believes that the 
Word of God sets forth that the sacerdotal functions to be performed by the Levites 
are:(a) The care of the sanctuary (Numbers 1:49-53; 18:2-4; I Chronicles 6:48; 
23:27-32); (b) The ushers in the temple (I Chronicles 9:17-27, 26:12-19); (c) Treasurers 
(I Chronicles 26:26-28); (d) Singers (I Chronicles 9:33-34); (e) Instructors in the law 
(Leviticus 10:10; Ezekiel 44:24); (f) Assistants to the priests (Numbers 3:9; I Chronicles 
23:28-32); (g) Secretaries (I Chronicles 2:55; II Chronicles 34:13); (h) Overseers of 
building and repairing the temple (I Chronicles 23:2-4; Ezra 3:8-9); (i) Inquirers of 
God (Exodus 28:30, Numbers 27:21, Ezra 2:63, Nehemiah 7:65); (j) Ministers before 
the ark (I Chronicles 16:4); (k) Musicians (I Chronicles 15:16, 16:42); (l) Protectors of 
the tabernacle (Numbers 1:53); (m) Ministers of God (Numbers 3:12, 39-49); (n) 
Prayers ( II Chronicles 30:27; I Chronicles 23:30); (o) Teachers (II Chronicles 35:3, 
Nehemiah 8:9); (p) Praisers (II Chronicles 8:14); and (q) Providers of music for worship 
(II Chronicles 5:12; 7:6; 29:30; 30:15-27).  
Therefore all persons participating in the above functions of the Levites in the church 
shall be candidates for commissioning into the ministry and shall be eligible for 
receipt of the Levitical distribution from the church.  The lead pastor with the counsel 
of the board of directors shall determine the amount of such distribution.  
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MISSIONS 
Missions are the whole task, endeavor, and program of the Church of Jesus Christ to 
reach out across geographical and/or cultural boundaries by sending missionaries to 
evangelize people who have never heard or who have little opportunity to hear the 
saving gospel. (Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16: 15-20) 

MUSIC 
Music and song are a product of, reflection of, and appreciation of God’s word, works, 
and person inside a believer. Biblical music honors God, teaches and recalls Bible 
doctrine, and encourages people. Biblical music expresses the thinking, free will, 
emotion, conscience, and self-consciousness, though it especially joins the learned 
doctrine in the soul and human spirit with the emotion of the soul and human spirit. In 
church assembly, the ministry of music prepares the congregation for the ministry of 
God’s Word (Psalm 30:4, Psalm 57:9, Colossians 3:16, 1 Chronicles 15:16; 25:1, 
Exodus 15:1-18, 1 Samuel 16:23, Acts 16:25, James 5:13). 

NATION STATES 
God ordained that people would live in groups called nations. These nations would 
have similar culture including language, geography, and heritage. Each of these 
national distinctions provides for a balance of power among nations and protects 
against a monolithic power over many groups. We can look at Genesis 10 and 11 for 
the beginnings of human government in the post-flood civilization (Genesis 
10:32-11:9; Acts 17:26-27). 
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NEW COVENANT 
This is the new covenant of the Messianic age where the law of God is written upon 
the hearts of men (Jer. 31:31,33); it was promised in Eden (Gen. 3:15); it was 
proclaimed to Abraham (Gen. 12:3), and it was fulfilled in Christ (Luke 1:68-79). 

NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 
We, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (II Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:22).  

OF THE WORLD TO COME 
We believe that the end of this age is rapidly approaching (I Peter 4:7).  We believe in 
“That Blessed Hope” -the personal, imminent return of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ (Acts 1:11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).  We believe in the bodily resurrection of 
the just and of the unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the 
everlasting punishment of the lost without Christ (Acts 24:15; Matthew 24:31-46; 
Revelation 22:11).  

ONE GOD 
We believe that Scripture teaches there is one and only one true and living God, who 
is self-existent, and the eternal “I AM,” the creator of heaven and earth, and the 
redeemer of mankind.  We believe that He has chosen to reveal Himself as Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, the same in essence, though distinct in personality 
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10-11; Matthew 28:18-19; Luke 3:22).  These three are 
one God, having the same nature, attributes, and perfection and are worthy of the 
same homage and obedience (Mark 12:29; John 1:14; Acts 5:3, 4; II Corinthians 
13:14; Revelation 1:4-6).  The mode of His existence, however, is a subject far above 
the understanding of man.  He is the fountain of all perfection and happiness.  He is 
glorified by the whole of creation and is worthy to be loved and served by all 
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intelligence.  He, therefore, is the only proper object of worship (Jeremiah 10:10; 
Exodus 3:14; Psalms 90:2; Matthew 28:19, 20; Job 11:7; Psalms 19:1, 2; 145:10; 
150:6; Exodus 34:14).  

ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL 
Baptism in Water: We believe water baptism is commanded of every believer, and a 
necessary requisite for going on to spiritual maturity.  When done in faith, it is the 
means whereby those who have been justified by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ 
receive a circumcision of the heart, are made participants in the death and 
resurrection of Christ and thus are delivered from the dominion and rule of sin.  The 
ordinance of baptism is a burial with Christ, to be observed, whenever physically 
possible as commanded in the Scriptures by all who have repented and truly 
believed in their heart on Christ as Savior and Lord.  The method of baptism will be by 
immersion.  They declare to the world that they have died with Jesus and that they 
have also been raised with Him to walk in newness of life. It is the circumcision of the 
heart by faith and through the working of the Spirit of God. Water baptism is the 
taking on of a great responsibility, because in it a person makes an everlasting 
commitment to God (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 10:47-48; Colossians 2:11-12). 
Communion:  The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements, bread and the fruit of the 
vine, is the symbol expressing our sharing the divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ, a 
memorial of His suffering and death, and a prophecy of His second coming.  It is 
enjoined on all believers ‘until He comes’ (John 6:48, 51, 53-57; Luke 22:19-20; I 
Corinthians 2:11-12).  
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ORDINATION 
The Bible indicates that those who are chosen by God to a specific work should be 
recognized by appointment and ordination to the work (Mark 3:13-15; I Chronicles 
9:22; II Chronicles 11:15; 23:18; I Corinthians 7:17; Titus 1:5; I Timothy 2:7).  Thus are 
those to be set in order in their function as Levites for the ministry of the work and so 
those in the church might know and receive those who have a position in the work of 
the ministry. 

FIRST MAN (ADAM) AND HIS FALL 
Our first parents, in their original state, were upright. They naturally preferred and 
desired to obey their creator, and had no preference or desire to transgress His will 
until they were influenced and inclined by Satan to disobey God’s commands.  
Previous to this, the only tendency of their nature was to do righteousness.  In 
consequence of their first transgression, the state under which the posterity of Adam 
came into the world is so different from that of Adam that they have not that 
righteousness and purity which Adam had before the fall; they are not willing to obey 
God but are inclined to do evil.  Hence, none, by virtue of any natural goodness and 
mere work of their own, can become the children of God (Genesis 1:26-31; 3: 1-7; 
Ecclesiastes 7:29; Psalms 51:5; John 6: 44; Romans 5:12-21; I Corinthians 2:14).  

PROMISE OF THE FATHER 
All believers are entitled to, and should ardently expect and earnestly seek the 
Promise of the Father, the baptism in the Holy Ghost and fire, according to the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This was the normal experience in the early 
Christian church.  With it come the endowment of power for life and service, and the 
bestowment of the gifts and their uses in the work of the ministry (Luke 24:49; Acts 
1:4-5; I Corinthians 12:1-31).  This wonderful experience is distinct from and 
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subsequent to the experience of the new birth (Acts 2:38; 10:44-46; 11:14-16; 
15:7-8).  

REDEMPTION 
Man was created good and upright, but by voluntary transgression he fell; his only 
hope of redemption is in Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Gen. 1:26-31, 3:1-7; Romans 
5:12-21). 

REGENERATION 
For anyone to know God, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential (John 
6:44, 65; Matthew 19:28; Titus 3:5). 

REPENTANCE 
Repentance is the commitment to turn away from sin in every area of our lives and to 
follow Christ, which allows us to receive His redemption and to be regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit. Thus, through repentance we receive forgiveness of sins and appropriate 
salvation (Acts 2:21, 3:19; I John 1:9). 
Repentance means to decide to turn from one’s sin; it is not a condition of salvation; 
faith in Christ as Savior is the only condition for salvation (John 3:16; Acts 16:31; 
Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Responsibility of the Believer 
We believe that it is essential that each believer lay a foundation of Biblical truth and 
experience upon which he/she builds his/her life.  These foundation stones are: 
repentance from dead works, faith toward God, doctrine of baptisms, laying on of 
hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment, all of which are prerequisites 
to going on to perfection (spiritual maturity) (Hebrews 6:1-2).   
We believe each Christian is called and chosen in God to be a priest unto God to 
offer up the sacrifice of praise (the fruit of the lips), to give of their time, strength, and 
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material possessions to the service of the Lord.  All believers have been purchased 
with the blood of Jesus Christ and are no longer their own, but belong to the Father 
to be used for His glory; and as possessions of the Lord, must give themselves to 
serving Him, finding their place in the church, His body, and making themselves 
available by being present when the church comes together, that they might be able 
to minister their gifts and talents for the building up of the Body of Christ (John 15:16; 
Ephesians 1:4-5; I Corinthians 6:20; 12:18; Hebrews 13:15; I Peter 2:5,9).  We believe 
that the whole purpose of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  Therefore, 
we believe in the act of praising and worshipping God with one’s total being as set 
forth in the Holy Scriptures.  We also believe that praising God is a form of spiritual 
warfare (Psalms 149; 150; Mark 12:29-31; Ephesians 5:18-21).  

RESURRECTION 
Jesus Christ was physically resurrected from the dead in a glorified body three days 
after His death on the cross. In addition, both the saved and the lost will be 
resurrected; they that are saved to the resurrection of life and they that are lost to the 
resurrection of eternal damnation (Luke 24:16, 36, 39; John 2:19-21, 20:26-28, 21:4; 
Acts 24:15; I Corinthians 15:42, 44; Philippians 1:21-23, 3:21). 

SALVATION 
We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ; His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Salvation is God’s gift to you if you’ll accept it.  It is not a result of our 
good works, self-improvement, or of any human efforts. It is only by trusting in Jesus 
Christ as God's offer of forgiveness that you can be saved from sin's penalty (Isaiah 
1:18; 53:5-6; 55:7; Matthew 1:21; 27:22-66; 28:1-6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 14:6; 
John 1:12; Acts 16:31; Romans 5:1; 10:9-10; Galatians 2:16, 3:8; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Titus 3:5; Hebrews 9:22; Revelation 3:20). 
Man’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God.  Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith toward 
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the Lord Jesus Christ.  By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, being justified by grace through faith, man becomes an heir of God according 
to the hope of eternal life.  The inward evidence of salvation is direct witness of the 
Spirit and the outward evidence to all men of a life of righteousness and true holiness 
(Luke 24:47; John 3:3; Romans 10:13-l5; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 2:11; 3:5-7; Romans 
8:16; Ephesians 4:24; Titus 2:12). 
Salvation is an inclusive word, which gathers into itself all the redemptive acts and 
processes, i.e., justification, redemption, deliverance, imputation, sanctification, 
glorification, etc.  The Hebrew and Greek words for salvation imply the ideas of 
deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and soundness.  Salvation is by grace 
through faith, is a free gift, and wholly without human works (Romans 3:27-28, 4:1-8, 
6:23, Ephesians 2:8).  Salvation is in these three tenses:  
Condition of Salvation - The grace of God, which brings salvation, hath appeared to 
all men, through the preaching of repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ; man is saved by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, and, being justified by grace through faith, he becomes an heir of God 
according to the hope of eternal life (Romans 10:13-15; Luke 24:47; Titus 2:11; 3:5-7; 
Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Evidences of Salvation - The inward evidence to the believer, of his salvation, is the 
direct witness of the Spirit (Romans 8:16).  The outward evidence to all men is a life of 
unconditional love, righteousness, and true holiness, demonstrated by the fruit of the 
Spirit (John 13:35; Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 4:24).   
Final Result of Salvation - The spirit of the believer who dies in Christ immediately 
goes to be with the Lord (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 23:42-43; II Corinthians 5:8). 

�  
�26



  

SANCTIFICATION 
Sanctification is the ongoing process of yielding to God’s Word and His Spirit in order 
to complete the development of Christ's character in us. It is through the present 
ministry of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God that the Christian is enabled to live a 
Godly life (I Thessalonians 4:3, 5:23; II Corinthians 3:18, 6:14-18, II Thessalonians 
2:1-3, Romans 8:29, 12:1-2, Hebrews 2:11). 
Sanctification is the process by which, according to the will of God, we become 
partakers of His holiness; that it is begun at regeneration; and that it is carried on in 
the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the continual 
use of the appointed means, especially the Word of God, self-examination, self-
denial, watchfulness, and prayer (I Thessalonians 4:3; I John 2:29; Romans 8:5; 
Philippians 2:12-13).  Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil, and 
a dedication unto God (Romans 12:1-2; I Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:12).  The 
Scriptures teach a life of “holiness without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 
12:14).  By the power of the Holy Ghost we are able to obey the command: “Be ye 
Holy, for I am Holy” (I Peter 1:15, 16).  Sanctification is realized in the believer by 
recognizing his identification with Christ in His death and resurrection and by faith 
reckoning daily upon the fact of that union, and by offering every faculty continually 
to the dominion of the Holy Spirit (Romans 6: 1-11, 13; 8: 1-2, 13; Galatians 2:20; 
Philippians 12:12-13; I Peter 15). 

SECOND COMING 
Jesus Christ will physically and visibly return to earth for the second time to establish 
His Kingdom. This will occur at a date undisclosed by the Scriptures (Matthew 24:30, 
26:63-64; Acts 1:9-11; I Thessalonians 4:15-17; II Thessalonians 1:7-8; Revelation 1:7) 
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SCIENTIFIC ACCURACIES IN THE BIBLE 
Science is merely that branch of discovery that categorizes, discovers, and utilizes the 
knowledge woven into the fabric of the universe by a Sovereign, All Powerful, and 
Omniscient, Creator. Science is not the end of all things, but merely one of the means 
by which man may glorify God. This is because God is the creator of all that is. He has 
hidden the treasures of His ominous glory in the very universe in which we exist. The 
power in the atom, momentum, energy, mass, time, etc. are all creations of God and, 
therefore, under his authority. The more the Christian learns of these things, the more 
he can glorify God. Science must be subservient to Him, not the other way around. 
Science is not God's replacement. This is not to say that the Bible is vindicated by 
science; rather, it is science that is vindicated by the Bible (Genesis 7:11, 15:5, , 8:22, 

28; Isaiah 40:22; Job 26:7--8; 2 Samuel 22:16; Psalm 8:1,3,6,8, 102:25--26; 

Ecclesiastes 1:6--7). 

SMOKING 
The Bible commands us not to allow our bodies to become "mastered" by anything. 
Smoking is undeniably strongly addictive. Scripture teaches us to care for our bodies, 
"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom 
you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. 
Therefore honor God with your body". Smoking is undoubtedly very bad for your 
health. Smoking has been medically proven to damage the lungs and the heart (1 
Corinthians 6:12, 6:19-20).  
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SPIRITUALITY 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit emphasizes function in our lives. We need the Holy 
Spirit in order to live correctly.  A believer is either spiritual or carnal. Personal sin 
takes one out of spirituality and into carnality. Confession of sin changes one from 
living by the flesh and puts one into living by the Holy Spirit. We continue living by the 
Holy Spirit by faith. Spirituality is attained through a believer’s walk with the Spirit, by 
not grieving the Spirit , and by not quenching the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19; 
Ephesians 4:30; Galatians 5:16-6:1, 1 John 1). 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Spiritual growth refers to the progressive advancement in the biblical faith. This 
depends on the ministry of the Holy Spirit, fellowship, learning God's Word, faith, 
testing, and application (Ephesians 4:12, 14, 15; 2 Peter 3:14-18, 1 Peter 2.2, Hebrews 
5:11-6:6). 

THE FATHER 
God is great: He is all powerful, all knowing, ever present, unchanging, completely 
worthy of our trust, and above all, Holy. It is in Him that we live, move and exist. God is 
good. He is our Father. He is loving, compassionate, and faithful to His people and His 
promises (Exodus 3:14; Numbers 23:19; Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; Psalm 11:4-6; 
Malachi 3:6; John 3:16; 4:24; 5:26; 14:1; Acts 17:28; Romans 3:3-4). 

THE SON 
Jesus Christ is God the Son, the second person of the Trinity.  He is completely human 
but, at the same time, completely God.  He is the only plan for bringing people who 
are far from God back into a right relationship with God. He was born of a virgin and 
lived a sinless life, so that He could be a substitution for us in satisfying God’s 
demands for perfection.  He defeated death in His resurrection so we can have life 
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(Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:18-23; Luke 22:70; 24:46-47; John 1:1,14, 20:28; Romans 
1:3-4; 3:23-26; I Timothy 3:16; Philippians 2:5-6; Colossians 1:15; 2:9 I Timothy 2:5). 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God.  The Holy Spirit’s 
presence, in the lives of Christians, assures us of our relationship with Christ. He 
guides believers into all truth and exalts Christ. He convicts people of their sin, God’s 
righteousness, and the coming judgment. He comforts us, gives us spiritual gifts, and 
makes us more like Christ.  The Christian seeks to live under His control daily (Genesis 
1:2; Joel 2:28-29; Matthew 3:11; Mark 16:17; Acts 1:5, 1:8, 2:1-4; 17, 38-39; 8:14-17, 
10:38, 44-47; 11:15-17, 19:1-6; 1 Corinthians 2:12; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 
3:17; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 5:18; 2 Peter 1:21; Revelation 22:17). 
The Scriptures ascribe to the Holy Spirit the acts and attributes of an intelligent being.  
He guides, knows, moves, gives information, commands, forbids, sends forth, 
reproves, as the instrumental segment of the God Head in the liberal dispersion of 
spiritual gifts, and can be sinned against (John 16:13; I Corinthians 2:11; Genesis 1:2; 
Acts 10:19; 13:2; 16:6; 13:4; John 16:8; Mark 3:29; Acts 7:51; Ephesians 4:30; I 
Corinthians 12). 
The works of God are ascribed to the Holy Spirit; creation; inspiration, giving of life, 
and sanctification (Job 33:4; II Peter 1:21; I Peter 3:18; I Corinthians 6:11). 

THE TRINITY 
There is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Although each member of the Trinity serves different functions, they each possess 
equal power and authority (Genesis 1:26; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 61:1; Matthew 3:16-17, 
28:19; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 1:35; Romans 8:9-11; Hebrews 3:7-11; James 2:19; I John 

5:7;) 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THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is manifested through a variety of spiritual gifts to build and sanctify 
the church, demonstrate the validity of the resurrection, and confirm the power of the 
Gospel. The Bible lists of these gifts are not necessarily exhaustive, and the gifts may 
occur in various combinations. All believers are commanded to earnestly desire the 
manifestation of the gifts in their lives. These gifts always operate in harmony with the 
Scriptures and should never be used in violation of Biblical parameters (Hebrews 2:4; 
Romans 1:11, 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:16; I Timothy 4:14; II Timothy 1:6-7; I Corinthians 
12:1-31, 14:1-40; I Peter 4:10). 

THE CHURCH 
The church is the Body of Christ, a local community of baptized believers, unified 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  It is committed to the teachings of Christ and obeying 
all of His commands.  The church also seeks to bring the Gospel to the world. Every 
person who is born of the Spirit is an integral part of the church as a member of the 
body of believers. The Church works together in love and unity, intent on the ultimate 
purpose of glorifying Christ. (Matthew 16:18-19; 18:15-20; John 17:11, 20-23; Acts 
2:41-47; 5:11-14; 13:1-3; 14:23; 16:5; 20:28; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; 
Ephesians 1:22, 2:19-22; 3:10-12; 5:22-32; Hebrews 12:23). 

THE CHURCH AND THE BODY OF CHRIST 
The Church is the Body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit, with divine 
appointments for the fulfillment of her great commission. Each believer, born of the 
Spirit, is an integral part of the general church, which is written in heaven (Ephesians 
1:22-23; 2:22, Hebrews 12:23).  
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THE CHURCH AND THE MINISTRY 
We believe that all who are united by the new birth to Jesus Christ are covenant 
partners of the Universal Church, the Body of Christ.  We also believe that the local 
congregation of Christian believers is divinely instituted and is the chosen instrument 
of God for the furtherance of God’s work here on Earth.  While appreciating the work 
of para church groups, we believe that the local church is God’s chosen vehicle for 
world evangelization and the nurture of Christians.  We further believe in the spiritual 
unity of all believers and in working together with others who believe in salvation 
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ for the causes of evangelism, missions, and 
benevolence (Matthew 16:16-18; John 17:21; Ephesians 1:20-23; 4:3-10; Colossians 
3:14-15).  The church is the Body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit, 
with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her great commission and purpose.  
Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of the Church of the Firstborn, 
whose name is written in heaven in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  As such, the Bible reveals 
that we are covenant partners one of another and the basis of our fellowship is in 
Christ in the power of the Spirit (Ephesians 1:22; 2:19-22; Hebrews 12:23).  A divinely 
called and scripturally ordained ministry has been provided by our Lord for the three-
fold purpose of leading the church in: (1) Evangelization of the world, (2) Worship of 
God, and (3) Building a body of saints being perfected in the image of His Son (I 
Chronicles 16:29; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-20; Luke 14:23; John 4:23-24; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 1:28). 

TITHING, OFFERINGS, AND BENEVOLENCE 
Both the Old and New Testament Scriptures teach tithing, giving (offerings), and 
benevolence as God’s financial plan for the support of His work and taking care of the 
needy.  These are to be practiced continually by all believers and are outward 
expressions of the unity of the church, the Body of Christ, as it joins together in 
support of the work of the Lord (Malachi 3:8-10; I Corinthians 16:2; Genesis 28:22; 
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Matthew 23:23; Deuteronomy 26; 14:28-29; 15:7-11; Numbers 18:8-11; Ezekiel 44; 
Proverbs 14:21; 29:7; Luke 11:41; 12:33). 

TOTAL PROSPERITY 
We believe that the gospel of the kingdom is God’s absolute answer to man’s total 
need and total prosperity NOW: 
Spiritually:  John 3:3,11; II Corinthians 5:17-21; Romans 10:9-10 
Mentally:  II Timothy 1:7; Romans 12:2; Isaiah 26:3 
Physically: Isaiah 53:4-5; Matthew 8:17; I Peter 2:24 
Financially: 3 John 2; Malachi 3:10-11; Luke 6:38; II Corinthians 9:6-10; Deuteronomy 
28:1-14 
Socially: Proverbs 3:4; I Samuel 2:26; Romans 14:18; II Corinthians 8:21 Volition 
God gave mankind volition, the right and ability to make choices, good and bad 
(Genesis 2:16-17; Isaiah 1:16-20; Luke 6:27; John 17:17; Acts 17:27, 30). 

VIRGIN BIRTH 
Jesus Christ was conceived by God the Father, through the Holy Spirit (the third 
person of the Trinity) in the virgin Mary's womb; therefore, He is the Son of God 
(Matthew 1:18, 25; Luke 1:35; Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:27-35). 
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SECTION 2: Doctrine 

Who Is God?  

The Bible begins by telling the story of creation.  A creative God spoke to darkness 

and nothingness.  From it He created light and life (Genesis 1:1-3).  Since that time 

God is constantly revealing Himself to humankind desiring we understand Him more. 

Understanding God is easier said then done.  God created us, which makes us limited 

beings.  Our limited understanding and limited language makes fully explaining and 

understanding the essence of a limitless, holy, creator God a difficult undertaking.  

Today, many Christians worship a god that is not who the Bible teaches us of.  

Understanding who God is is where our relationship with Him starts.  Our 

understanding of God is what shapes our view of Him and how we view God 

determines how we worship Him.  In short, how we view God, or understand God to 

be, determines how we live. It all starts with who we understand God to be.  
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Psalms 19:1-2 (NLT) - The heavens proclaim the glory of God.  The skies display his 

craftsmanship. 2 Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him 

known. 

Names of God: In the Old Testament, the Israelite people had several names for God 

to help the understand who God was.  Each name described a specific aspect of 

God’s character, greatness, and capabilities.  Below are 13 of these names.  

ELOHIM (el-oh-heem) “God, Creator, Mighty and Strong” - It 

is especially use to speak of God’s 

sovereignty, creative and mighty work 

for Israel.  He and He alone is the one 

true God.  

Genesis 17:7, Deuteronomy 

5:23, Jeremiah 31:33 

EL SHADDAI (el-shah-dahy) “God Almighty/The Mighty One of 

Jacob” – This name speaks to God’s 

ultimate power over all, there is none 

like you.

Genesis 49:24; Psalm 

132:2,5 

YAHWEH / JEHOVAH (yah-

way / ji-hoh-veh) 

“LORD” - This name specifies an 

immediacy, a presence. Yahweh is 

present, accessible, near to those who 

call on Him for deliverance, 

forgiveness, and guidance.  God is 

independent and self-existent.   

Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 

6:4; Daniel 9:14 
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JEHOVAH-JIREH (ji-hoh-

veh-ji-reh) 

"The Lord Will Provide" - This name 

was memorialized by Abraham when 

God provided the ram to be sacrificed 

in place of Isaac.

Genesis 22:14 

JEHOVAH-RAPHA (ji-hoh-

veh-raw-faw) 

"The Lord Who Heals” Exodus 15:26

JEHOVAH-NISSI (ji-hoh-

veh-nee-see)

"The Lord Our Banner" – God is our 

rallying point and our means of 

victory; the one who fights for His 

people. 

Exodus 17:15 

JEHOVAH-M'KADDESH (ji-

hoh-veh-meh-kad-esh) 

"The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes 

Holy", God makes it clear that He 

alone, not the law, can cleanse His 

people and make them holy.

Exodus 31:13, Leviticus 

20:8, Ezekiel 37:28 

JEHOVAH-SHALOM (ji-hoh-

veh-shah-lohm) 

“The Lord Our Peace" – God is our 

source of peace and rest.

Judges 6:24 

JEHOVAH-SABAOTH (ji-

hoh-veh-sab-e-oth)

“The Lord Of Hosts” – The Lord is the 

commander of heavenly armies, a 

mighty general.  

1 Samuel 1:3
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 Attributes of God:  Scripture speaks of some specific attributes, or characteristics, of 

God that give us insight and understanding to His nature.   

Omnipotent – God is all-powerful, great, and fully capable of accomplishing 

anything and everything He says He will.  God has no limitations nor does He 

have a “kryptonite”.  No one, or thing, can thwart His plans.  This attribute of 

God allows us to trust Him when He promises to accomplish humanly 

impossible things.  Words like sovereign, supreme, and almighty reveal this 

trait.     

Matthew 19:26 (NIV) - 26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

JEHOVAH-ELOHIM (ji-hoh-

veh-el-oh-him) 

"LORD God", a combination of God’s 

unique name YHWH and the generic 

“Lord,” signifying that He is the Lord of 

Lords.

Genesis 2:4; Psalm 59:5 

JEHOVAH-ROHI (ji-hoh-

veh-ro-hee)

“The Lord My Shepherd” – God cares 

for and protects His people.  

Psalm 23

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH (ji-

hoh-veh-sham-mah)

“The Lord Is There” – God is personally 

present.   

Ezekiel 48:35 

JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU (ji-

hoh-veh-sid-ken-u)

“The Lord Is Our Righteousness”  - 

God is the only way to righteousness.  

Jeremiah 23:6 
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God being omnipotent also speaks to His ability to fully provide for us 

(spiritually, physically, and mentally).  God both creates and provides for His 

creation.  If we understand that God is fully able to provide for us then we will 

fully depend on Him.  

Philippians 4:19 (NLT) - And my God will supply every need of yours according to his 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus.   

Omniscient – God fully knows Himself and all things (nothing has ever 

occurred to God).  He and He alone is all knowing.  The term omniscient is a 

combination of two words: omni, which means “all,” and science, which comes 

from the Latin word meaning “knowledge”.  God perfectly and eternally knows 

all things that can be known, past, present, and future.”   

1 John 3:20 (NIV) - 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our 

hearts, and he knows everything. 

God being omniscient speaks to His ability to fully know us (good, bad, and 

ugly).  No matter how well we keep secrets from others, there are no secrets 

with God.  God knew us and had a plan for our lives before we were born.  He 

knows us better than we know ourselves.  When we understand that God is 

omniscient we can fully trust His plan for our life.        
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Psalm 139:1-4 (NASB) - O Lord, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know 

when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar. 

3 You scrutinize my path and my lying down, and are 

intimately acquainted with all my ways. 4Even before there 

is a word on my tongue, behold, O Lord, You know it all. 

Omnipresent – God is unlimited and infinite.  He 

created time and space so He is not limited by it.  

The result of this attribute is that God (and His 

presence) is simultaneously everywhere.  God also transcends time.  He isn’t 

just everywhere at once; He is every when at once.  When we understand that 

God is omnipresent we can fully believe that nothing can separate us from 

God’s presence, power, or might.    Word like boundless, infinite, limitless 

reveal this trait.  

Psalms 139: 7-8 (ESV) - Where shall I go from your Spirit?  Or where shall I flee from 

your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  If I make my bed in Sheol, you 

are there! 

Romans 8:38 (NASB) - 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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God is three in one: Since God is limitless, He is not limited to any one form.  God 

exists as 3 persons, yet He is 1 God.  How all of these three persons exactly fit 

together is a great mystery, but that is why we are called to live with faith.  These 

persons are: God the Father, Christ the Son, The Holy Spirit.  Each person is fully God; 

all of God’s attributes are found in each person.  This three-in-oneness is known as the 

Holy Trinity, meaning tri-unity.  The word “trinity” is never used in the Bible, but that 

does not mean the concept of the Trinity is not revealed in the Bible. 

The Trinity is a great mystery, one we will never fully understand as imperfect, finite 

beings.  The best way to begin understanding the Trinitarian nature of God is to focus 

our understanding more the roles of each member rather than on their location. 

Often times we have difficulty understanding how God can simultaneously be in 

multiple locations.  Remember that God is omnipresent and not limited to place.  A 

clearer understanding of the Trinity comes when we direct our focus on each 

member’s role.  The concept of filling multiple roles is one most of us are accustomed 

to.  Think of woman who is a wife, a mother, and an employee.  This one person 

simultaneously fills three roles.  If finite and limited people can effectively fill multiple 

roles, how much better can an all-knowing, ever-present, all-powerful God fill them?  
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Here is what we know about the Holy Trinity:    

  
What We Know: The Trinity Revealed 

Old Testament  

Genesis 1:26 (NLT) - 26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to 

be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all 

the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” 

▪ The term “us” does not directly state who exactly God is speaking to.  We know, 

based on the original language (Hebrew) used, these are plural (more than 

one), personal pronouns.  We also know that God created only man in His 

image; therefore, God is not speaking to angels here.      

New Testament  

Mark 1:10-11 (NLT) - 10 As Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting 

apart and the Holy Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice from heaven 

said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.”  

▪ All 3 members of the trinity are performing 3 distinct activities.  God the Father 

is speaking, Christ the Son is being baptized, and the Holy Spirit is descending.   
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Truth About The Trinity Revealed:  

Truth One: God Is 3 Unique and Distinct Persons  

John 1:1-2 (NIV) - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

Before the Son came to earth, and before the world was created, for all eternity,  

the Father has been the Father, the Son has been the Son, and the Holy Spirit has 

been the Holy Spirit.  These relationships are eternal, not something that occurred 

only in time or began at creation.   

The figure to the left helps visually explain The 

Trinity. The Father is not the Son, they are uniquely, 
distinct persons. The Son is not the Holy Spirit, they are 

distinct persons. How they all exactly fit together is the 
great mystery, no one fully knows.  It is okay to not fully 

understand, as Christians we put our faith in a God 
bigger than our understanding. 

Truth Two: Each Person Is Not Partially God, But Fully God  

God The Father  

Genesis 1:1-2 (NIV) - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now 

the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
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God’s Role: God’s role in creation and redemption has been to plan, create, and 

direct.  Like a great Hollywood film director, God has been in control of the script 

since creation.  Specifically, God planned and directed how to send the Son and the 

Holy Spirit.  Things start with God.    

Christ The Son  

John 20:28 (NIV) - 28 Thomas said to him (Jesus), “My Lord and my God!”  

Jesus’s Role: Jesus lived a fully human life in order to save us from our sin, provide a 

way back to the Father, and now intercedes for us at the right hand of the Father.  

The Holy Spirit  

Matthew 28:19(NASB) - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Holy Spirit’s Role: to give us new spiritual life and to empower us for service.  

Truth Three: There is One God  

There is only one God comprised of three unique persons.  Our God is one God 

present in three persons.  The three different persons of the Trinity are one not only in 

purpose but they are one in essence.  

Isaiah 45:5-6 (NIV) - I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no 
God.  I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, 6 so that from the 
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rising of the sun to the place of its setting people may know there is none besides me.  
I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

1 Timothy 2:5 (NLT) - 5 For there is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile 
God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. 

Why The Trinity Matters?  

God the Father teaches us to be creative, to love others, and how to rule/reign over 

things.    

Genesis 1:26 (NLT) - Then God said, "Let us make human beings in our image, to be 

like us.  They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the 

wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground." 

Christ the Son teaches us submission, selflessness, sacrificial love, and he now 

intercedes on our behalf.   

John 6:38 (NASB) - For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 

will of Him who sent Me. 

The Holy Spirit teaches and empowers us to comfort, teach, equip, His personality is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and self control.  Those same 

characteristics live in us and are available to us upon salvation.  
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The Trinity And Other Religions?  

Judaism  

In the New Testament, Jews are described as rejecting Jesus' claims of being God, accusing him of 
blasphemy (see John 10).  To this day, tradition Judaism considers Christianity to be a 
misinterpretation of pure monotheism (worship of 1 God).  Essentially, Jesus is not accepted as the 
Christ, the Messiah. 

Islam

The sacred text of Islam, the Qur'an, explicitly denies the doctrine of the Trinity. It presents the 

Christian Trinity as being the Father, Son and Mary.  The result of this teaching is the belief that God 

procreated with Mary in order to produce the Son.     

Jehovah's Witnesses

The Jehovah's Witnesses reject the doctrine of the Trinity. Instead, they teach God the Father to be 

the only true God.  Jesus is believed to be His firstborn Son, but Jesus is an inferior being.  The Holy 

Spirit is not believed to be a person, but rather an active force from God.    

Mormonism (Latter Day Saints)

Mormons believe that the Godhead is made up of three distinct beings who are "one in purpose" 

but not in being. Jesus is affirmed as Son of God, but not God himself. He is a created spirit. 
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Who is Man? 

Salvation and Eternity   

Eternal Beings 

Genesis 1:27 (NLT) - So God created human beings in his own 

image.  In the image of God he created them; male and female 

he created them. 

Unitarianism

"Unitarianism" is the doctrine of the oneness of God; the result is a denial of the Trinity.  Unitarians 

draw from a variety of religious traditions and do not focus on doctrine and creeds as much as love 

and justice between human beings.  They regard Christ as simply a great moral teacher. 

Buddhism 

Buddhism is generally non-theistic and rejects the belief of a Creator God.  In Mahayana Buddhism 

the Buddha is said to have three bodies called the Trikaya.  The three bodies refer more to different 

personalities rather than 3 distinct persons making up a single, divine, and holy God   

Hinduism 

Modern teaching attempts to equate the Hindu trinity with the Christian Trinity.  Saying, in Hinduism 

they believe that Brahman is the ultimate god. An indescribable and unimaginable god. This god is 

made up of 3 gods known as Vishnu, Brahma, and Shiva. Each of these has a purpose such as the 

god of creation or god of destruction, but do not share the same essence.    

�  
�46

“We are not human beings 
having a spiritual experience. 
We are spiritual beings having 
a human experience.”  
        - Pierre Teilhard  
          de Chardin 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-theistic


  

Humankind is the greatest of God’s creation.   When God first shaped Adam and Eve 

from the ground He breathed His breath into their lungs and created them in His 

image.  We were originally designed to live in fellowship with God, in a pure and 

sinless place know as the Garden of Eden.  

  
God is eternal and humankind was created in His image. Therefore, humans are 

created to be eternal beings.  This is a fundamental truth.  Understanding this reveals 

some important insight to the process of salvation and our eternal relationship with 

God.   

1. We Are Created To Have An Eternal Destination.  

2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV) - So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 

since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

God created humankind to dwell with Him, in a perfect, sinless state, for all of eternity.  

Man’s sin altered that plan, introduced death, and made hell a reality.  Hell was not 

God’s choice, hell is the result, or consequence, of man’s choice.   

Contrary to popular belief Heaven and Hell are very real places. Our physical bodies 

will be buried in the ground but our spirits will reside in a place eternally with God 

(heaven) or a place forever separated from Him (hell).  

Heaven - is a place where those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior 

are in perfect union with God forever. 
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Romans 6:23 (AMP) - “For the wages which sin pays is death, but the [bountiful] free gift of 

God is eternal life through (in union with) Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Hell is a place where those who reject God are separated from His presence eternally. 

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 (NIV) - 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut 

out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 

2. We Have An Innate Desire To Connect With God.  

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (ESV) - 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put 

eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the 

beginning to the end. 

Maybe you’ve heard the “everyone has a God-sized hole in their heart” teaching.  The 

God-sized hole is the innate longing the human heart has for something outside of 

itself.  All people whether they consciously recognize it or not have this desire.  We all 

long to connect with the great creator whose image we are created in.  

3. We Were Created To Be Dependent On God And His “Holy Order”.  

  
Proverbs 16:3 (MSG) - Put God in charge of your work, then what you’ve planned will take 

place.. 
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God is the source of all life.  We are created in God’s image, not created to be an 

equal to God.  He alone holds all authority over the world He created.  This means 

there is a “holy order”, an intended/designed way, to the created world we are part of.   

God Provides Life And We Depend On Him For It – God created life and gave 

life to us.  We depend on God for life and all that we need.  Our role was 

designed to be a dependent one.  Life with God begins with submission.   

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

God Controls Life And We Surrender Our Control To Him  – God created the 

world and is in control of it.  God created Adam and Eve and placed them into 

the garden, they never controlled the environment.  He and He alone is in 

control of the big picture.    

Job 38:4 (NLT) - Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 

God Judges Life And We Experience It – Only God truly knows good from evil.  

He never desired to give that role to humans.   

Genesis 3:22 (NKJV) - 22 Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like 

one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of 
the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”  

God Made The Rules And We Obey Them - God created life and designed the 

way life was supposed to be. He made it all and asked us to trust him and obey 

Him for the best results.   
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Colossians 1:16 (MSG) - For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, 

visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him 

and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and 

holds it all together right up to this moment. 

The Fall of Man (Original Sin)   

Romans 3:23 (NLT) - For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

God created and was in control of the universe.  Adam and Eve thought they knew 

better.  Their sin disrupted and confused God’s holy order.  When Adam and Eve first 

sinned, death entered the picture as a result.  Since death was introduced it reveals 

they were originally made to last forever.  We all are part of, born into, a sinful and 

fallen world.  Goodness does not exist apart from God, therefore, we cannot attain 

right relationship with God through our own efforts.  

Romans 5:12 (NLT) “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam's sin brought death, so 

death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” 

Death was introduced to the world through the willful disobedience of Adam and 

Eve.  

Adam and Eve are the parents of the human race, therefore, everyone born after 

them are born into a sinful or fallen state.  The theological term for this is known as 

original sin.  
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Relationship with God (Salvation)  

John 3:16 (NIV) - 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

We all have sinned and are born into a world that is disconnected from God.  Left to 

ourselves, we are hopeless and deserve death.  But because of God’s love for us He 

took human form, died in our place, taking the punishment that we deserved.  God 

now promises salvation, forgiveness, and new life to all who receive Jesus Christ as 

their Lord and Savior.     

 
Process of Salvation:  

People like the idea of an instruction manual with the 

steps to follow that result in getting closer to God.  

Most other religions incorporate the idea that 

obedience (the work of man) results in our salvation.  

Many Christian institutions have made the mistake of 

presenting salvation as a formulaic, step-by-step 

process.  The Bible is clear that there’s only one step to salvation, faith in Jesus Christ.  

Salvation is about what God has done for us, not about what we can do to earn it. 

Salvation and forgiveness of sins is not about following steps. It is about receiving 

Christ as Savior and recognizing that He has done all of the work for us.   In short, 

salvation is deliverance from our sins, the consequences of them (death), danger, and 

suffering. Salvation is not the result of our efforts but we should recognize upon 
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accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior a process of salvation unfolds and is revealed 

through the actions of our life.   

Romans 10:9 (NLT) - If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Romans 5:9 (ESV) - 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

       
Repentance  

Repentance is the commitment to turn away from sin in all areas of our life.  This 

allows us to follow Christ, receive His redemption, and be regenerated by the Holy 

Spirit.  Salvation begins with repentance.  Repentance signals a change in how one 

views Christ.  Life change cannot happen until one’s faith is put into Christ. 

Acts 3:19 (AMP) “19 So repent [change your inner self—your old way of thinking, regret past 

sins] and return [to God—seek His purpose for your life], so that your sins may be wiped away 

[blotted out, completely erased], so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

the Lord [restoring you like a cool wind on a hot day] 

Justification  

Justification is God’s instantaneous response to our faith.  Upon our repentance, 

confession to Christ, and prayer of salvation we are immediately forgiven of all sin 

and possess right standing before God. Justification is most simply understood as 

God seeing us as “just-as-if-I-never-sinned”.  
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Romans 5:1 (ESV) - Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Regeneration  

Another word for regeneration is rebirth.  We are naturally born into a sinful world, 

upon accepting Christ we are “born again” spiritually.  Regeneration is a necessary 

and transformative act of God in us.  Sin cannot stand in God’s presence, through 

regeneration we are able to come alive in Christ and become new in our thoughts, 

words, deeds, and ambitions.  Regeneration is God making us spiritually alive.   

The Greek word for regeneration is the word palingenesia from palin (again) and 

genesis (birth). It simply means a new birth, new beginning, or new order.   

Titus 3:5 (NASB) - 5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by 

the Holy Spirit,” 

Sanctification  

Sanctification is a continual work of God in our human lives that makes us more and 

more free like Christ.  Sanctification is the ongoing process of surrendering to God’s 

Word and His Spirit in order to complete the development of Christ's character in us. 

It is through relationship with the Holy Spirit and the Word of God that the Christian is 

enabled to live a Godly life.  Simply put, sanctification is the spiritual maturity that 

results when the believer pursues holiness and application of the Word.  This is not a 
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single event but rather an ongoing process of yielding to God’s word and His Spirit in 

order to complete the development of Christ’s character in us.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) - 18 “All of us, with no covering on our faces, show the shining-

greatness of the Lord as in a mirror. All the time we are being changed to look like Him, with 

more and more of His shining-greatness. This change is from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 

Hebrews 10:10 (ESV) - 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all 

Salvation and Other Religions  

The charts below lay out the basic beliefs of some of the major world religions.  What 

we must notice when looking at other religions and how they compare to Christianity 

is twofold. The first, Christianity is the only religion that acknowledges salvation is 

found in what has already been done (faith in Jesus) rather than on what man does – 

“done” versus “do”. To say it differently, Christianity is the only religion that teaches 

God reaches down to man rather than man reaching up to God.  The second, 

Christianity is not a religious system of rules but rather a relationship with a living 

God.  A loving God desires relationship with humankind so desperately that He gave 

His life to do it.  No other god models this type of sacrificial love.    
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Islam 

What They Believe How It Differs From 
Christianity

Muslims believe there is the one 

almighty God, named Allah. 
Allah is viewed as the creator of 

the universe and the source of all 
good and all evil. Everything that 

happens is Allah's will. He is a 
powerful and strict judge, who 

will be merciful toward followers 
depending on the their life's 

good works and religious 
devotion.  After death a person is 

rewarded or punished according 
to their devotion to Allah and the 

teaching of Muhammad.   

Muhammad is considered the 
last great prophet and his words 

and lifestyle are that the 
authority and example all 

Muslims ought to follow.

One’s good deeds, what they 

have done, must outweigh 
their bad deeds at the end of 

their life. 

Denies the resurrection and 
deity of Christ.   

Denounces the inerrancy of 

the Holy Bible, regarding the 
Quran at its sacred text and 

the prophet Muhammad as 
the messenger of God to 

humankind.   
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Jehovah Witness

What They Believe How It Differs From 
Christianity

Jehovah Witness’s believe that 

Jesus Christ was a perfect man, 
but deny he was fully God. They 

also teach that before His earthly 
life, Jesus was a spirit creature, 

Michael the archangel, who was 
created by God and became the 

Messiah at His baptism. They 
accept the Bible as the only 

source of truth, but use a special 
translation of the Bible - The 

New World Translation, which 
sometimes translates 

(inaccurately) key passages.  

There is only one God - 
Jehovah. Reject the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity, believe 
the Holy Spirit to simply be a 
force, and deny the 
existence of hell.  

Heaven is only for 144,000 
faithful chosen Witnesses.  
“Faithful” is determined by 
the good works one 
accomplishes while living on 
earth.  All others will be 
destroyed.  
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Hinduism

What They Believe How It Differs From 
Christianity

Most Hindus worship and 

recognize one god, Brahman.  
This god is the unifying 

principle and Supreme Reality 
behind all that is.  Hindus 

believe their position in this 
present life was determined by 

their actions in a previous life. 
A Hindu's goal is to become 

free from the law of karma, 
allowing them to be free from 

continuous reincarnations.  

If one can do enough good 

while alive, they can payoff 
their karmic debt and earn a 

better eternal existence 

One Supreme Reality 
(Brahman) manifested in 

many gods and goddesses 
(polytheism).   

Humans exist in reincarnation 

until they gain 
enlightenment.
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Buddhism

What They Believe How It Differs From 
Christianity

Buddhists do not worship any 

gods or God. People outside of 
Buddhism often think that 

Buddhists worship the Buddha. 
However, the Buddha never 

claimed to be divine.  He is 
rather viewed by Buddhists as 

having attained what they are 
also striving to attain, spiritual 

enlightenment and, with it, 
freedom from the continuous 

cycle of life and death, which can 
only be broken by attaining 

nirvana. 

Attaining nirvana is the only way 
to escape suffering permanently.  

Therefore, the goal of a Buddhist 
is to purify one's heart and to let 

go of all yearnings toward one’s 
sensual and selfish desires. 

Salvation is discovered once 

one is able to desire an 
ability to not desire. 

Buddhism denies the 

existence of an omnipresent, 
omniscient, and omnipotent 

God. 

Salvation is earned by the 
efforts of the individual, not 

on the cross of Christ.   
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Mormonism (Latter 
Day Saints)

What They Believe How It Differs From 

Christianity
Founded by a man named Joseph 
Smith. He claimed to have received a 
personal visit from God who told him 
that all churches and their creeds were 
an abomination so he set out to restore 
true Christianity. He also claimed his 
church to be the only true church on 
earth.  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three 
distinct beings who are "one in 

purpose". Mormons believe that Jesus is 

not God the Father; they are separate 
beings. Humans can become like God in 

the eternities.   God has a body of flesh 
and bone. He was once a man like us 

but ascended to become God through 

obedience to eternal law. We can do 
likewise, but since we are imperfect, we 

need a Savior, Jesus Christ 

Mormons believe that there are 3 
different eternal levels or kingdoms (in 
heaven) and outer darkness.  Where 
humankind ends up depends on what 
they believed and do in this life.   Faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ is necessary but 
not sufficient for salvation, Jesus 
commanded us to love Him and obey 
His commandments.  Why Mormons 
have strict convictions regarding 
alcohol, caffeine, and sex.   

God the Father, the Son Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Ghost are 
three separate individual beings 

Mormons believe Jesus is a 
god, but that any human can 
also become a god 

A major problem with 
Mormonism is that it modifies 
and contradicts the Bible. 
Christians have no reason to 
believe that the Bible is untrue 
or inadequate. 

All have been gifted immortality 
through Jesus Christ. Those 
who accept Jesus will go to 
spirit paradise and those who 
reject Jesus will go to spirit 
prison.   All return to spirit world 
for period of instruction and 
teaching before the resurrection 
after the Millennial period.  This 
allows salvation to be possible 
after death.   
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New Age

What They Believe How It Differs From 
Christianity

New Age promotes the 

development of the person's 
own power or divinity. A 

person practicing New Age 
would see themselves as 

God, the cosmos, and the 
universe.   

New Age thinking attempts 
to bypass the mind. There is 
a new organ of perception, 
the third eye, that gives 
spiritual light. Anything 
negative a person 
experiences is considered an 
illusion.  

An individual is completely 
sovereign over their life, 
nothing about our life is 
wrong, negative or painful.  
There are no absolutes 
because there is no 
distinction between good 
and evil.  Individuals create 
their own reality.  

The divine is an impersonal 

life force that pervades all 
things 

All is God. If all is one, 

including God, then one 
must conclude that all is God 

(pantheism). 

The power to change and 
create lies within the 

individual.  We are our own 
savior.      

A personal God who has 

revealed  
Himself in the Bible and in 

Jesus Christ is completely 
rejected. Since God is 

impersonal, man doesn’t 
need to serve Him. God is an 

“it,” not a “He.” 
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1. If we are justified and saved through faith and not works what is the point of us 

doing good works? Do we have to worry about being a good person or do we just 

have a free pass through life? 

2. What does it mean when the Bible says that we are created in Gods image? What 

is created in Gods image suggesting about us? Does this mean we are more 

precious in Gods eyes than His other creation? If so, why?  

3. Is it possible for a person to lose their salvation? If a person accepts Jesus into 

their heart and believes for a little while and then years later professes to not 

believe in a God is he still saved? Discuss the topic of “once saved always saved” 

among your group 

Read More About It:  

Eternity: Matthew 5:3, 12, 20, 6:20; Mark 9:43-48; John 3:16, 36; Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 
5:1; Hebrews 9:27; 1 John 2:25; 5:11-13; Revelation 20:12-15). 

Man: Genesis 1:26-30; 2:7, 18-22; 3; Psalms 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; 

Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18, 23; 5:6; 6:6; 7:14-25; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19, 
21-22; Ephesians 2; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11). 

Salvation: Isaiah 1:18; 53:5-6; 55:7; Matthew 1:21; 27:22-66; 28:1-6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; 

John 14:6; John 1:12; Acts 16:31; Romans 5:1; 10:9-10; Galatians 2:16, 3:8; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Titus 3:5; Hebrews 9:22; Revelation 3:20 

Sanctification: I Thessalonians 4:3, 5:23; II Corinthians 3:18, 6:14-18, II Thessalonians 2:1-3, 

Romans 8:29, 12:1-2, Hebrews 2:11 
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Fall of Man 

Genesis 3 

How does the story of Adam and Eve exemplify the sinful nature of man? Reflect upon 

your life, can you recall any moment where you can relate to Adam and Eve and the 

way they fell into the serpent’s lies? 

Your need for God 

Psalms 124 

In this passage it asks the question “What if the Lord was not on our side?” In your own 

life reflect on what it would be like if the Lord was not on your side? This passage uses 

powerful imagery, how does this imagery reveal our need for God?  

A New Creation 

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 

What does it really mean to be a new creation in Christ Jesus? What new life is this 

passage referring to? What does it mean to you to be made in right standing with 

God? Do you believe you are in right standing with God right now? 

Regeneration 

Titus 3:4-7 

Read this passage and reflect on what this passage is saying to you. How do you feel 

like you have been reborn or given new life?  

Sanctification 

2 Timothy 2:15-24 
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The Bible  

Bible Facts: 

The Bible is a collection of 66 books, written by 40 different authors, in various 
languages, over the course of nearly 2000 years.  The 66 books of the Bible are 
divided into 1,189 chapters consisting of 31,173 verses. The Old Testament has 
929 chapters, the New Testament 260.  

▪ The Bible is separated into two 
sections, the Old Testament and the 
New Testament.  

▪ It was written by at least 40 different 
authors, most of who never met each 
other, never read any of the others 
writings, and never lived in the same 
centuries. Yet the content each wrote 
fits together perfectly to create one 
narrative.  All of these verses and 
chapters were written by men who 
were inspired by God.  This truth is 
proven by the fact that they all fit 
together perfectly, like a divine 
symphony.  

▪ The Old Testament (OT), originally 
written in Hebrew and Aramaic, is a 
collection of 29 books on the story of 
God’s creation of man and His great 
redemption plan for mankind. Today 
the OT has been translated into more 
than 2,000 languages.   

▪ The New Testament (NT), originally 
written in Aramaic and Greek, is a 
collection of 27 books telling the 
story of Jesus and the redemption of 
all mankind through his death and 
resurrection.  The NT is the guide for 
how we live our lives in relationship 
with God.
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History 

The Bible is God’s word to all people, written by human authors, with words given 

through guidance from the Holy Spirit.  No other book has impacted history like the 

Bible.  Aside from being the most sold book in the history of mankind, it is also the 

most shoplifted book of all time.  Thousands of individuals have had their lives 

radically altered by the divine words of the Bible and the salvation they have found in 

Jesus Christ.    

 Luke 24:44 (NKJV) - 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to 

you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 

Jesus divides, in the above passage, The Old Testament into 3 categories it can be 

categorized into.  The Books of Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy), the Books of Prophecy 

(Joshua-Malachi), and The Writings (Psalm-2 Chronicles).  Each of these books reveal 

a consistent message of people’s inability, despite their best efforts, to restore 

▪ It’s not just a theology book; it is history, poetry, prophecy, stories, instruction, 
and wisdoms.  Many Christian leaders refer to the Bible as God’s love letter to 
His people.  

▪ The Bible is everything God wants us to know in order to be able to live in 
relationship with him.  In fact, the word “testament” means covenant.  The Bible 
is God’s covenant promise(s) to His people.     
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relationship with God.  In doing so, they also point to the great redemption plan God 

had to restore this dilemma, the coming Messiah.  

The New Testament is the story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The New 

Testament also entails the history of the early church, doctrine, instruction on 

Christian living, and the coming apocalypse.  The purpose of the New Testament is to 

testify to the life and deity of Christ as well as providing instruction on Christian living.  

The Gospels (Matthew-John) tell of the life, teachings, and resurrection of Jesus, Acts 

tells the story of the early church, the Epistles (Romans-Jude) map out Christian living 

and doctrine, and The Apocalypse (Revelation) tells of the coming end time events.  

Jesus fulfilled all 353 prophecies found in the Old Testament about Him. Many of 

these were written hundreds of years before Jesus was born. The statistical 

probability of this happening is 1 x 10^28.  These 353 prophecies also reveal the 

divine inspiration of Scripture.  

4 Characteristics of the Bible 

We cannot approach the Bible purely from an analytical perspective or like we would 

a college textbook. The Bible, like a person, is not something that you can analyze 

and comprehend simply by reading it once. In the same way that the sum total of a 

person isn’t their Facebook profile or their resume, the sum total of the Bible isn’t 

merely a cursory summary.  The Bible is not just a collection of old stories. It is the 

living, active, breathing word of God. 
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Hebrews 4:12 (NASB) - 2 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-

edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 

and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

▪ The word living (Greek zaō) means “full of life, not dead, fresh breath”.  

God’s word has power because God has power.  Unlike authors of the great 

books of other religions, God (the author of the Bible) is not dead and 

neither are His words.  As a result, the Bible has the power to change your 

life.     

▪ The word active (Greek energēs) means “at work”.  God’s word is presently 

and currently at work in the lives of those who are actively seeking Him 

through it.  This means God’s Word remains relevant and never stops 

working. 

There are four characteristics of the Bible that allow us to fully understand its impact 

on our lives as Christians:  

▪ Its Authority  

▪ Its Clarity 

▪ Its Necessity 

▪ Its Sufficiency 
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Authority 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 

The authority of Scripture means all the words in Scripture are God’s words.  If the 

Bible is God’s spoken words to mankind, then the Bible must be regarded as the final 

word in all matters.  To disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or 

disobey God. 

All Scripture, not some or most, the entire body of work.  Authority is established 

because it is God’s words.  If all Scripture is not inspired by God, then we have an 

imperfect body of work and it cannot be trusted.  God’s Word is the only standard 

that does not change and therefore is the only standard to be used in evaluating what 

is truly good. 

   
Clarity 

1 Corinthians 2:10 (NIV) - these are the things God has revealed to us 

by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

When it comes to knowing a person, it takes time to truly 

understand them.  It takes dedication, persistence, trust, and 

sometimes conflict.  In short, getting to truly know someone is a complex process. The 

same can be said of God and His Word because at times it can be difficult to 

understand.     

�  
�67

It ain’t the parts of the 
Bible that I can’t 
understand that bother 
me, it’s the parts that I do 
understand.” 
              ― Mark Twain   



  

  

God uses His Word to enable us to see the sin and unbelief in our own hearts. His 

Word exposes our hearts, and then enables our hearts to obey Him and claim His 

promises. In the Word we see God and how God sees us. We also see ourselves as we 

really are. This experience enables us to be honest with God, to trust His will, and to 

obey Him.    

Understanding Scripture is more a moral and spiritual ability than an intellectual one.  

It requires Spiritual discernment not intellectual ability and is available to all believers 

who are genuinely seeking to understand the things of God.  

Necessity 

Matthew 4:4 (NIV) – Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 

the mouth of God. 

The necessity of Scripture means the Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life 

and knowing God’s character, promises, and will for our life.  In order to grow 

spiritually we need to consume the Scriptures and have them change our lives from 

the inside. 

Satan is called the deceiver for a reason. He will use any 

means necessary to convince us to stray from Gods will for 

our life.  In a fallen world where sin distorts our 

perceptions, the written word of God is necessary for 
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gaining certainty about God’s will.  The culture around us is constantly changing, and 

moving away from God’s desired way for us to live. Scripture is constant and never 

changing; this makes it the only fixed point by which we can set the compass for our 

lives.   

James 1:21 (NKJV) - 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

Sufficiency 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contains all the words of God He 

intended for his people to have at each stage of history, and that it now contains all 

the words of God we need for salvation, for trusting him perfectly, and for obeying 

him perfectly.  

Sufficiency also means the Bible provides us answers to anything we need to know in 

order to follow Christ.  No modern revelations from God are to be placed on a level 

equal to Scripture in authority. If you think you heard from God it should align with 

Scripture, not add to it.  We need to be careful not to add things to Scripture that 

aren’t actually there. 
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 John 1:1 (NIV) - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

The Truthfulness of Scripture 

Psalms 119:89 (ESV) - Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

The inerrancy of Scripture 

The Bible is without error and does not affirm anything that is contrary to fact.  The 

doctrine of Biblical inerrancy is important because truth matters.  Inerrancy considers 

the Bible to be infallible, truthful, reliable, authoritative and completely free of error.   

This does not just apply to moral and religious truth, all statements of fact in the Bible 

– geographical, scientific, and historical – must be considered flawless and God-

breathed.  

Inerrancy does not mean we turn off our mind and 

blindly accept everything the Bible says.  Scripture 

commands us to study the Word.  There are difficult 

passages to understand, when faced with these 

passages we study more, pray harder, and ask difficult 

questions.  If we continue to have difficulty 

understanding we humbly acknowledge our own 

limitations in the face of the perfect Word of God and an 

omnipotent God.   

Many of the misinterpretations of scripture we face 
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today are due to the language barriers experienced in translating the Bible.  The 

English language does not match up perfectly with the Hebrew or Greek language 

original biblical manuscripts were written in.  Many differences exist between the 

alphabets, grammar, and phonology. These language variances can often result in 

misinterpretations and misunderstandings.  

Why We Can Trust Scripture: 

▪ God cannot lie or speak falsely 

Titus 1:2 (NLT) - 2 This truth gives them confidence that they have eternal life, which God—

who does not lie—promised them before the world began. 

▪ God is perfect, there is no sin in him, and therefore what comes from him must be 

truth. In John 17:19 Jesus uses truth as a noun not an adjective to describe Gods 

word. This means it is not just true but truth itself. 

John 17:19 (NASB) - 19 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be 

sanctified in truth. 

▪ God gave Scripture to us so that we can know how to live. 

Romans 10:17 (NLT) - 17 So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about 
Christ 

Common Objections to the Inerrancy of the Bible: 
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1. The Bible is only useful for areas of faith.  

This argument tells us to use the Bible for 

our moral standard but when it comes to 

history, science or other areas the Bible 

cannot be fully trusted. New Testament 

writers quote-historical fact and genealogy 

records form the Old Testament showing not 

only its significance but also its reliability. 

2. Humans wrote it so it must have errors.  

humans did write the Bible, but God inspired 

it. Also, the fact that humans are capable of 

error does not guarantee error. We all are 

capable of writing truthful things. For 

example: “I had a sandwich today for lunch.” 

3. There are clear errors in the Bible.  The easiest defense of this is to simply ask 

someone to point one out to you. Most will confess that they don’t actually 

know of one, but have heard that they exist. Remember that the Bible hasn’t 

changed in 1,900 years and the Christian faith has been founded on its words 

from the beginning. There are some things that are hard for us to understand 

but no one has been able to prove it wrong in thousands of years.  

The Bible is meant to be a part of our life. This means we should read it, meditate on it, 

study it, discuss it with other, and live it.  
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inerrant Word of God is to 

exhibit faith in the One who 

spoke life into existence. History 

and human nature prove the 
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the greatest evidence is seen 

in changed lives that cannot 

be denied. This infallible Book 

is its own great commentary: 

‘The entirety of Your word, Lord, 

is truth’ (Psalm 119:160).” 



  
Read More About It:  

Authority: Joshua 1:8; 23:6, 2 Kings 22:11, Ezra 10:1-4, Nehemiah 13:1-3, Matthew 
5:17-19 John 10:34-36, 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

Clarity: Psalm 119:130, Isaiah 42:7, Ephesians 1:17-18, Revelation 3:18 

Sufficiency: Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 12:32, Joshua 1:7-8, Proverbs 30:5-6, John 
12:47-50, Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12 

Necessity: Matthew 16:21, Mark 8:31, Luke 9:22; 24:25-27  

Inerrancy: Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 4:4; 24:35, 2 Peter 1:20-21, Revelation 22:18-19 

The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts 
  
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NIV) - 12 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do 

not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other 

you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one 

who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is 

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.  4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit 

distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are 

different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To 

one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of 

knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 

another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and 
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to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

The Work Of The Holy Spirit:  

Before Salvation  

1 Corinthians 12:3 (NIV) - …,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

▪ The Holy Spirit is, and has always been, at work in our life.  Before we accept 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit’s work is convicting us of 

our sin.  He’s “wooing us” back to the Father, convincing us of our need for 

God, forgiveness, and a better way of life.     

Upon Salvation  

Romans 8:11 (NIV) - 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 

you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his 

Spirit who lives in you.   

Once we accept Jesus we receive the Holy Spirit, all of Him.  Some translations refer 

to this as an “indwelling” (1 Corinthians 3:16), the Holy Spirit completely occupies our 

heart.  He gives us comfort (John 14:26), guidance (Romans 8:14), empowerment 

(Zechariah 4:6), and new life (2 Corinthians 5:17).  While we receive the Holy Spirit 

upon accepting Jesus (salvation), which is a one-time event, we must remember there 

are many fillings of the Holy Spirit throughout our life as a Christ follower.  
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Galatians 5:22 (NIV) - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.    

Acts 1:8 (NIV) - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

During Salvation  

Since the Holy Spirit is a person, not a cosmic force, we receive all He is: His attributes, 

His personality, His power, His gifts, and His language.  The challenge of the Christian 

journey is fully learning, understanding, and discovering whom the person of the Holy 

Spirit fully is.  The more we understand Him the more faith and trust we put into Him 

leading to complete access to all He is.      

Acts 13:52 (NASB) - And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 5:18 (NLT) - 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, 

The Greek word plēroō is the original word the Apostle Paul used in the letter he 

wrote to the church in Ephesus (Ephesians 5:18)  The word has a couple of different 

meanings that are important for us to note.  The first, “to fulfill, to carry out, to make 

complete, to render perfect to carry through to the end, to accomplish”.  This is 

important because a daily filling of the Holy Spirit is what allows God’s will, promises, 

and purpose for our life to be carried out, completed, and fulfilled.    

�  
�75



  
The second meaning of this word has to do with the 

Spirit’s control of our lives. In Scripture, to be filled by 

something means “to be controlled by”.  The level we 

allow ourselves to be controlled by the Holy Spirit is 

dependent on our willingness to surrender control.  

We constantly need to be filled with spiritual power if 

we are to glorify Christ and grow spiritually.  This is a 

repeated, daily experience, a spiritual discipline of any 

healthy believer 

Spiritual Gifts  

1 Corinthians 12:4, 11 (NLT) - 4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 
Spirit is the source of them all…It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He 

alone decides which gift each person should have. 

Spiritual gifts are any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any 

ministry of the church.  Gifts related to natural abilities (like teaching, showing 

hospitality, administration) and gifts related to what seem to be more “spiritual” 

abilities (like prophecy, healing, distinguishing spirits).  

• Spiritual gifts are only distributed and given by the Holy Spirit. We must be 

careful that we do not confuse the Holy Spirit as a gift with the gifts the Spirit 

gives to believers. Every believer has received the gift of the Holy Spirit, but not 

every believer has received all the spiritual gifts 
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1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NIV) - 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 

another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to 

another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different 

kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work 

of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

▪ These verses describe 9 gifts available to the believer.  This is not an exhaustive 

list (God can give whatever gift He desires and is not limited to a list).  This list 

simply provides us with insight to some of the gifts the Holy Spirit gives us 

access to.  These gifts are swirling around inside of each of us, available at 

anytime, because the Holy Spirit occupies our heart and empowers our 

ministry.   

The Word of Knowledge The Word of Wisdom The Gift of Prophecy 

The Gift of Faith The Gifts of Healings The Working of Miracles

The Discerning of Spirits Different Kinds of Tongues The Interpretation of 

Tongues
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Purpose of Spiritual Gifts  

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) - 10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 

gifts. Use them well to serve one another. 

Spiritual gifts are given for the good of the whole church, not for individual 

enjoyment.  The church of Corinth especially needed this reminder (1 Corinthians 

12-14), because they were using their spiritual gifts to selfishly promote themselves 

and not to strengthen the church. When we accept our gifts with humility, then use 

them to promote harmony, it benefits the whole church and exalts God.  

Gifts are not a sign of spiritual maturity.  They are tools given for ministry, not personal 

development.  Operating in spiritual gifts will strengthen our faith, provide us with a 

deeper trust in God, and build our confidence to be used by Him.  We will be 

strengthened individually when using our gifts.  We must remember, however, our 

gifts are not solely for us.  Our gifts are to be used to benefit others.      

▪ Spiritual gifts are given to: strengthen other’s faith (Romans 1:12); reveal God’s 

presence on Earth (1 Corinthians 14), to remind us that we are part of 1 body 

(Romans 12:3-8), to edify and encourage believers and the church (Ephesians 

4:10-16), and to glorify God.   

  

How To Discover My Gifts  

1 Corinthians 1:7 (NLT) – 7 Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for 

the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The spiritual gifts we most often access are a mixture of our natural wiring (our 

personality and passions) and a supernatural impartation (empowerment from the 

Holy Spirit). 

▪ Gifts are empowerments, from God, to reach people.  The mission of every 

believer is to reach people.  Therefore, the question “what are my gifts” may not 

be the best question we can ask.  Gifts are not about us; they are about 

reaching people and encouraging the body. A better question may be, “what 

gifts are available?” When I know the gifts that are available to me, know what I 

have access to, through prayer, to best reach people”.    

▪ All gifts are available to all believers, why Paul encourages us to ask for them.  

Gifts may be used in various seasons of our life meaning not all gifts are 

permanent.     

Deeper Look At Some Gifts:  

Miracles are any kind of activity where God’s mighty power is evident, or on display.  

The Greek word used for miracle is dynamis, which means, “ workings of power”. 

Miracles are given by God to the church to reveal His presence and glory among His 

people and to create a sense of awe, wonder and Godly fear.  Often the result of 

miracles being performed was more people coming to faith in Jesus and glorifying 

God, as well as greater faith and boldness within the church (Acts 4:29-31; 9:35, 42). 

• Those with the spiritual gift of miracles often have a heightened sensitivity to 
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the presence and power of God through His Holy Spirit.  They have a special 

measure of faith and desire for God to reveal Himself.  They take care not to 

draw attention to themselves or have a following of people, but are constantly 

pointing others to Jesus (1 Corinthians 12:10, 28-29; Acts 1:8; Galatians 3:5). 

Healings are signs to verify: the message of the Gospel, God’s mercy toward those in 

distress, and provide opportunities for God to be glorified as people see physical 

evidence of His goodness, love, and power. This gift is also an intimate one as it 

reveals that God is near to His people and He cares about their sufferings.   

Does God Heal Today? 

1 Peter 2:24 (NLT) - He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be 
dead to sin and live for what is right.  By his wounds you are healed. 

• All sickness and disease are part of sin’s curse, after the fall (Genesis 3).   Christ 

redeemed us from the curse through His death and resurrection.  The salvation 

Christ purchased for us through His death and resurrection secured our 

freedom from sin but also our freedom from physical illness.  He died for our 

physical bodies and our spiritual bodies.  

What Happens When God Doesn’t Heal?  

1 Corinthians 13:12 (NLT) - 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 
mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.  All that I know now is partial and 

incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. 
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The disciples were given authority to heal and cast out demons, but they were not 

always successful.  The Apostle Paul was not able to heal himself and was told that 

God’s grace was sufficient to carry him through (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).  God heals 

today, and it is possible for Him to heal in any situation. We live in a time where the 

kingdom of God is here, but not fully here. Christians in this life will experience 

healing but will also experience continuing illness. Moments of God not healing are 

not always due to a lack of faith or because God has favorites. Some of the times 

when God does not heal are reminders that we live in a world disconnected from 

God and from the heavenly eternity the believer craves to be part of.   

   

Prophecy is not simply “predicting the future”, “proclaiming a word of the Lord”, or 

“powerful preaching.”  Prophecy is also hearing from God and delivering a message 

that benefits and encourages someone else. The Greek word for the gift of prophecy 

is propheteia, which is the ability to receive a divinely inspired message and deliver it 

to others in the church. These messages can be expressed as exhortation, correction, 

disclosure of secret sins, prediction of future events, comfort, inspiration, or other 

revelations given to equip and edify the body of Christ.   

1 Corinthians 14:3-5 (NLT) - 3 But one who prophesies strengthens others, encourages 

them, and comforts them. 4 A person who speaks in tongues is strengthened personally, 

but one who speaks a word of prophecy strengthens the entire church.  5 I wish you could 

all speak in tongues, but even more I wish you could all prophesy. For prophecy is greater than 

speaking in tongues 

Those who have the gift of prophecy differ from the Old Testament Prophets who 

spoke the authoritative Word of God directly.  Their words were recorded as Scripture 
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as they proclaimed, “Thus says The Lord,” the messages from those with the spiritual 

gift of prophecy must be tested, since God’s word has already been fulfilled.  A word 

of prophecy should not be considered to be equal with the authoritative Word of 

God. Prophecies are the human interpretation of the revelation received.  They are 

spoken in human words through a human mind, which is why they must be tested 

against the Scriptures.  

1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 (ESV) - 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; 
hold fast what is good. 

Speaking in tongues is prayer or praise spoken in syllables not understood by the 

individual speaking (primarily speech directed toward God).  Tongues is language 

that is directed from the spirit of the person speaking.  The phrase speaking in 

tongues is an old English translation.  A more accurate way to interpret this is 

speaking in languages.   

Mark 16:17 (NIV) - And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will 

drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues. 

When we accept Jesus we fully receive the person of the Holy Spirit.  All of Him.  All of 

his attributes, His power, His gifts, His essence and His language.   

Public Tongues  

1 Corinthians 14:13 (NLT) - 13 So anyone who speaks in tongues should pray also for the 

ability to interpret what has been said. 
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Speaking in tongues, like all spiritual gifts, is for public edification. Therefore, when a 

message of tongues is given publically it requires interpretation.  We must remember 

that God is a God of order and tongues can lead to much confusion when the holy 

order is not preserved.   

It’s important for us to note that the apostle Paul was afraid that the excessive public 

tongues-speaking in the church - would convince the lost that the Christians were 

crazy (1 Cor. 14:23)!  At Pentecost, the believers praised and worshiped in tongues, 

but Peter preached the gospel in the Aramaic language his listeners could all 

understand.  The gift of tongues is not a sign of salvation nor is it ecstatic speech the 

speaker cannot control.  Tongues also are a beautiful gift that should not be banned 

from public worship.     

Private Tongues (Prayer Language)   

During private, devotional use, the gift of speaking in tongues has an entirely different 

context.  In this setting, there’s not a fear of causing unbelievers to stumble, therefore, 

interpretation is not needed.    

1 Corinthians 14:14 (NLT) - 14 For if I pray in tongues, my 
spirit is praying, but I don’t understand what I am saying. 

  

There’s a type of prayer that bypasses the mind to 

speak directly to God, prayer from our spirit.  Moments 

where God prays thru me in a more perfect language I 

may not understand.   
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Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) - 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert 
and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. 

These are moments where we can access the language of the Holy Spirit.  Many 

modern Christians refer to this as a prayer language.  Since the Holy Spirit lives in all 

believers, His language is available to all believers.  Our human language is limited 

and imperfect.  God allows us to access a way in which our spirit, not our limited 

brain, produces words.  One of the main purposes of tongues is to connect the spirit 

of the believer directly to the Holy Spirit and pray at a level that goes beyond our 

natural language and understanding.     

Errors, Misconceptions, and False Teachings: 

Spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues, prophecy and healing ceased 

with the original twelve apostles (Cessationism).  

We cannot pick and choose spiritual gifts we like or desire as if they are a lunch buffet.  

All gifts are available to all believers.  This Bible is clear that all gifts are still alive and 

available.  The Holy Spirit continues to be fully alive, so His gifts are fully available.     

You are not completely saved until you are able to speak in tongues.  

Romans 10:13 tells us to call on the name Jesus and we will be saved.  Pretty definitive 

language.  The issue, as we discussed, is that we (people) don't necessarily know how to 

fully access, engage with, or react with the Holy Spirit when we initially call on Jesus. 
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Read More About It:  

The Holy Spirit: Hebrews 2:4; Romans 1:11; 8:26; 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:16; Ephesians 
6:18; I Timothy 4:14; II Timothy 1:6-7; I Corinthians 12:1-31, 14:1-40; I Peter 4:10; Acts 
19:1-6. 

Speaking in tongues is the mark of spiritual maturity, spiritual growth, and 

spiritual understanding.

There are not different levels of Christianity.  God did not create a pyramid scheme. 

Speaking in tongues is not a spiritual status symbol, a badge of honor, a substitute for 

spiritual growth, nor is it what determines our salvation.  Spiritual gifts are given to 

encourage and edify, they aren’t given for our personal enjoyment.   

Speaking in tongues puts you into a trance and causes you to lose control of 

yourself

The believer is always in control of himself when the Holy Spirit is at work (1 Cor. 14:32) 

because Jesus Christ the Lord is in charge. Any so-called “Spirit manifestation” that robs 

a person of self-control is not of God; for “the fruit of the Spirit is ... self-control” (Gal. 

5:22–23).   

There could be moments during our spiritual journey where we are overwhelmed with 

the presence of God, moments where you experience the full weight of who God is.  

The result can often be to fall on our face in worship or no lose our ability to stand in His 

presence.      
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Miracles: 1 Kings 17; Acts 5:1-11; Acts 13:9-12; Luke 10; 1 Corinthians 12  

Healing: Psalm 103:2-3; Isaiah 53:5; Matthew 8:16-17; Mark 16:17-18; Acts 8:6-7; 
James 5:14-16; I Corinthians 12:9, 28; Romans 11:29. 

Spiritual Gifts: Hebrews 2:4; Romans 1:11, 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:16; I Timothy 4:14; II 
Timothy 1:6-7; I Corinthians 12:1-31, 14:1-40; I Peter 4:10 

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare  

1 Chronicles 16:11 (ESV) - 11 Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 

continually! 

Prayer in its most basic definition is personal communication with God.  Prayer is not 

meditation, prayer is direct access to God.  When we pray we are communicating our 

soul to the creator of the soul.  All we think or feel about God comes to expression in 

our prayers.    

There are many methods and ways prayers can be expressed.  They can be silent, 

private, public, informal, or formal to name a few.  Below are some of the different 

types of prayer:    

▪ Prayers of petition – requests for ourselves.  

▪ Prayers of intercession – prayer for the request of others.  

▪ Prayers of confession – admitting sin and seeking forgiveness.  
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▪ Prayers of thanksgiving/praise – expressing our thanks and gratitude to 

God.  

Many people today try to script prayers in a way to make them more “holy” or 

“presentable” to God.  We must be careful to not prioritize the methods of our 

prayers over the relationship from which we pray.  God, above all things, desires a 

relationship with us.  Prayer is how we maintain fellowship with God and develop our 

relationship with Him.   

God as our Creator delights in being trusted by us as his creation.  God doesn’t want 

us to pray so He can find out what we need.  God wants us to pray because our prayer 

expresses our trust in God. He doesn’t want us to just trust him.  He wants us to love 

him and have relationship with him.  Prayer brings into closer relationship with God.  

He loves and delights in our relationship with Him. In short, we pray and God 

responds. 

What are effective prayers?   

1. They Align With God’s Will  

Matthew 6:10 (ESV) - Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

1 John 5:14 (NASB) - This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask 

anything according to His will, He hears us. 

God’s will is that His word is obeyed and that His commandments are kept. The better 

we know and understand scripture the better we will know and understand what to 
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pray.  Effective prayer begins with a submission that God’s will is greater than my 

expectation.  His answers are better than mine.    

2. They Believe With Faith  

Mark 11:24 (NIV) - 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours. 

Biblical faith is not a kind of wishful thinking or vague hope that does not have any 

secure foundation to rest upon.  It is rather a trust in a person, God himself.  We take 

God at his word and believe what he has said.  The prayers we pray come from this 

place. 

3. Wait On God  

Psalms 38:15 (NIV) - Lord, I wait for you; you will answer, Lord my God. 

It is important to not only talk to God but also to listen 

to Him.  All scripture has application steps.  It is 

important to understand our next steps before leaving 

God’s presence.  We should frequently bring requests 

to God and then wait silently and patiently for Him to respond.   
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Spiritual Warfare  

Ephesians 6:10 (NLT) - For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against 

evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 

There is an unseen world that exists around us.  This is a literal world and this 

world is at war.   

When God created the world He looked down and saw that it was good (Genesis 

1:31).   This suggests that even the angelic world God created did not yet have angels 

and demons.  In Genesis 3, we are introduced to Satan the serpent.  Therefore, it is 

safe to conclude sometime between Genesis 1:31 and Genesis 3:1 there was a 

rebellion in the angelic world with many angels (Revelation 12:4) turning against God 

and becoming evil.  The result is a battle between light and darkness, heaven and 

hell, angels and demons.   Over 50% of Christians deny the existence of angels, 

demons, and the devil.  Just because you say something does not exist does not 

make it go away.  Here’s the truth about what we know regarding this unseen world:  

Truth One: Angels and Demons Are Real 
   
Angels – created, spiritual beings with moral judgment and high intelligence, but do 

not have physical bodies.  They cannot usually be seen unless God gives us ability to.  

Their activities include: guarding and protecting us and joining with us in worship of 

God 
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• Angels have not eternally existed.  They are part of God’s created universe.  

The apostle Paul tells us that God created all things, visible and invisible 

(Colossians 1:16).  They have and practice moral judgment.  Some angels 

sinned and fell from their heavenly positions (2 Peter 2:4).    

Humans are superior to angels.  Genesis 1 tells us that only humans are created in 

the image of God.  Humans are more like God than angels.  Hebrews 2:7 tells us that 

when our faith is complete we will be exalted above the angels and rule over them.  

Lastly, God gave humans an ability to reproduce and create life, a characteristic 

angels lack.    

Christ was sent to redeem humans, not angels.  Among the angels, many sinned, 

and were cast to hell and God never intervened to rescue.  This reminds us of God’s 

great love and mercy on us, a sinful people.     

We should not worship angels, pray to them, or seek them.  God and God alone 

saves us from our sin.  Praying to angels would be us equating them to God. Our 

prayers need to ask God to reveal more of Himself to us, not seeking an angelic 

manifestation to feed our curiosity.   

Demons – evil angels who sinned against God and who now continually work evil in 

the world.  Like angels, demons are created beings (fallen angels), revealing to us 

they are inferior to their creator.  If demons exist then Satan must exist.    

Truth Two: Satan Is Real And Has A Plan For Your Life  
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1 Peter 5:8 (NLT) - 8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around 
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 

Satan’s plan for my life is to destroy the things of God.  Satan is the head of demons 

(his name is first mentioned in Job 1:6).  The word Satan is a Hebrew word (sātān) that 

means adversary.  Other names for Satan include: devil (Matthew 4:1), serpent (Gen 

3:1), Beelzebub (Matthew 10:25), ruler of this world (John 12; 31), the prince of the 

power of the air (Ephesians 2:2), the evil one (Matthew 13:19), father of lies (John 

8:44). 

Satan Was The Originator Of Sin  

1 John 3:8 (NIV) - 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil’s work. 

Satan began with Eve and has attempted to deceive and derail the plans of God ever 

since.  Matthew 4 tells of Satan tempting Jesus, attempting to get Jesus to fail in His 

mission as Messiah.  Satan sinned before any human did.  His plan has been to 

originate sin and tempt others to sin. Ultimately temptation allows Satan to steal, rob, 

and destroy the purposes of God.  

   

John 10:10 (NIV) - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 

• Satan’s tactics are: lies (John 8:44), deception (Revelation 12:9), murder (Psalms 

106:37), and every other kind of destructive activity that results in people to 
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turning away from God and destroying themselves.   

• Satan also employs demons to use temptation, doubt, guilt, fear, confusion, 

sickness, envy, pride, slander, or any other means possible to hinder the 

purposes and plans of God.  

• Whenever a believer attempts to make steps closer to the things of God, the 

devil will always resist and use circumstances to discourage or derail.  

Christians can be under the influence of demons, therefore, we must be careful what 

we open doors to (movies, music, parties/environments).  All these influence our 

thoughts, emotions, and wills.  The Christian can consciously or subconsciously open 

a door to demonic influence, giving permission to the influence of dark powers.    

 Demonic possession involves a demon having control over the thoughts and 

actions of an individual (Luke 4:33-35; 8:27-33).  

  

Truth Three: Satan’s Power Is Limited   

1 John 4:4 (ESV) - 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

Satan and demons are fallen angels meaning they are created beings.  The creation 

can never be greater than the creator. Satan can be successfully resisted by Christians 

through the authority that Christ gives.  Satan and demons are created beings with 

rank, and they respond to a higher authority 
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Where Our Authority Lies:  

Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV) - 7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels 

fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in 
heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called 

the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the 
earth, and his angels with him. 

Luke 10:18019 (NIV) - 18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 

heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions 
and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

God and the devil are not two superpowers fighting for control of humanity.  The fight 

is over and was as quick as lightening (Luke 10:18); Satan was not strong enough to 

overcome God in heaven.  As Christians, the same power is available to us.  Our 

authority lies with and in God.   

The Armor of God  

Ephesians 6:11-18 (NIV) - “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your 

stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full 

armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 

ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then with the belt of 
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truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and 

with your feet fitted with readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to 

all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows 

of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. “  

Prayer Outline for the armor of God.

The Helmet of Salvation Thank you, Lord, for my salvation. I receive it 
in a new and fresh way from You, and I 

declare that nothing can separate me now 
from the love of Christ and the place I shall 

ever have in Your kingdom. 

The Breastplate of Righteousness  
And yes, Lord, I wear Your righteousness 

today against all condemnation and 
corruption. Fit me with Your holiness and 

purity— defend me from all assaults against 
my heart. 

The Belt of Truth  
Lord, I put on the belt of truth. I choose a 
lifestyle of honesty and integrity. Show me 

the truths I so desperately need today. 
Expose the lies that I am not even aware that I 

believe. 

The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace 
I do choose to live for the gospel at any 

moment. Show me where You are working 
and lead me to it. Do not let me become 

slack in my walk. 
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Read More About It:  

Spiritual Warfare: Psalms 91:1-4, Isaiah 54:17, Matthew 16:18, 18:18-19, John 16:33, 
Romans 8:37, 2 Thessalonians 3:3, Revelation 12:11  

Prayer: Psalm 107:28-30, Matthew 11:24, John 14:13-14, Acts 9, Philippians 4:6-7, 
James 5:14-16 

The Church 

 Matthew 16:16-18 (NLT) - 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, he Son of the 

living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in 

heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. Now I say to you 

that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the 

powers of hell will not conquer it. 

Jesus was the first to mention “the church”.  Some denominations interpret the above 

passage to mean Peter was the founder of the church.  For this reason, Peter is given 

The Shield of Faith  
Jesus, I lift the confidence that You are good 

against every lie and every assault of the 
enemy. You have good in store for me. 

Nothing is coming today that can overcome 
me because You are with me. 

The Sword of the Spirit 
Holy Spirit, show me specifically today the 
truths of the Word of God that I will need to 

counter the snares of the enemy. Bring them 
to mind throughout the day. 
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special recognition within the church, the Catholic Church considers him to be the 

first Pope.  The church is built on a person, but that person is Jesus Christ not Peter.  

Peter proclaimed Jesus to be the Messiah.  That proclamation is the rock upon which 

the church is built, and just like Peter, everyone who proclaims Jesus Christ to be Lord 

is a part of the church. 

What is the Church? 

The church is the Body of Christ, a local community of baptized 

believers, unified through faith in Christ Jesus. The church is 

committed to the teachings of Christ and obeying all of His 

commands.  The church also seeks to bring the Gospel to the 

world. The Church works together in love and unity, intent on 

the ultimate purpose of glorifying Christ. 

The church is people, not a building, set of religious beliefs, or 

denomination.  The word “church” comes from the Greek word 

ekklesia, which means “an assembly” or “called-out ones.” The New Testament church 

was a group of people, called out from the world by God to live under the authority 

of Jesus Christ.  The core meaning of “church” is not centered on a building, but on a 

community of people.  The church is a body of believers. 

The Universal Church 

1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV) - 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
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The universal church is considered to be the people who belong to the church and 

have actually made the decision to follow Jesus Christ worldwide. The universal 

church of God is comprised of all those who have received salvation through faith in 

Jesus Christ.  All believers are members of the universal church.   

The Local Church 

Galatians 1:1-2 (ESV) - 1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus 

Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers who are with 

me, To the churches of Galatia: 

The local church includes local bodies of believers. In the verses above, Paul is not 

addressing the universal church, he is addressing the local churches in the province 

of Galatia.  Members of the universal church ought to seek membership in the local 

church for the purpose of professing their faith, building relationships with other 

believers, edification, spiritual growth, and worship. Local churches are gatherings of 

members of the universal church.  

The church, both universal and local, is important because it is the primary vehicle 

through which God carries out his purposes on earth. The church is the body of Christ

—his heart, his mouth, his hands, and feet—reaching out to the world. 

Purpose of the Church 

Matthew 28:18-19 (ESV) - 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
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The purpose of the church is two-fold: to minister and equip the believers and to 

reach unbelievers with the Gospel.  The Church has the sole purpose of ministry.  This 

ministry has three major components: ministry to God, to believers, and to the world. 

God 

2 Corinthians 2:15 (NIV) - For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who 
are being saved and those who are perishing. 

We minister to God through worship.  By worshiping we are fulfilling God’s command 

to be filled with the Spirit and sing songs of praise.  Worship also includes giving of 

our time, talents, and treasure to the local church.  

Believers  

Ephesians 4:12-13 (NLT) - 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work 

and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such 

unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up 

to the full and complete standard of Christ. 

We minister to fellow believers by nurturing them and building them up spiritually.  

The church has the job of equipping believers to become and achieve all that God 

has called them to be. 
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World  

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) - 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do 

We minister to the nations by physically going to people with the Gospel.  Local, 

national, and global mission and outreach efforts are how the church accomplishes 

this.  We must also acknowledge that every believer is called to embody a merciful 

and kind lifestyle.  Everywhere Jesus went, he helped people and carried out acts of 

kindness.  In the same way we are to set an example of what it means to be a follower 

of Christ.  Every believer is called to be a witness - to reach their world (workplace, 

family, sphere of influence) for Christ.   

The many names of the church 

There are many metaphors used in the Bible to describe the church: branches on a 

vine (John 15:5), an olive tree (Romans 11:17-24), a field of crops (1 Corinthians 

3:6-9), a building (1 Corinthians 3:9), a harvest (Matthew 13:1-30), bride of Christ 

(Ephesians 5:32), the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:15-16).  The one thing these all have 

in common is that they all recognize the oneness/unity of the church and the growing 

nature that should be present.   

These metaphors reveal in a powerful way the true 

nature of the church. They allow us to see how when 

everyone plays their part within the church, it grows.  

A healthy body works together, from the direction of 
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one head.  The church must maintain a spirit of unity to maximize its efforts in 

reaching the world with the message of the gospel and keeping Christ at the head.   

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIV) - Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 

it.   

Sacraments 

The English word sacrament is from the Latin sacramentum, which means to make 

holy, or to consecrate. The sacraments are ceremonies or rites that the church 

observes as a sign of God’s grace and as one means by which those who are already 

justified receive God’s continuing grace in their lives.  Sacraments are ceremonial in 

nature, which separates them from other things that Jesus instructed believers to do.  

Sacraments are not the mode by which we receive God’s saving grace.  We receive 

grace through faith in Christ Jesus alone. The sacraments are a sign of this saving 

grace being present in our lives. 

Many denominations recognize seven sacraments, but the New Testament only 

directly gives the church two sacraments: baptism and communion (Eucharist).  Most 

Protestant denominations identify and practice these two sacraments. Recently, many 

churches have added biblical marriage (defined as one man and one woman for life) 

to their list of sacraments.   
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Baptism 

The word “baptism” comes from the Greek word baptizo.  Which translates to 

immersing, plunging, or dipping something in water; to cleanse by dipping in water; 

to overwhelm.  Baptism is meant to symbolize that we as believers have died to our 

old, selfish nature and have been resurrected with Christ Jesus who was crucified and 

rose from the dead three days later.  The water symbolically washes our sin away and 

we are purified from sin and death.  Water was used by God to cleanse the world in 

the Old Testament on several occasions.  God used it with the story of the flood and 

Noah, with Moses and the Israelites when Pharaoh and the Egyptians were washed 

away in the Red Sea.  Water purifies and cleanses.       

Matthew 3:13-14 (NLT) - 13 Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized 

by John. 14 But John tried to talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by 

you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?”  15 But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we 

must carry out all that God requires. ” So John agreed to baptize him. 

• Jesus’ response to John indicates something happens in the spiritual realm 

when we get baptized.  He told John the Baptist that God “requires it”; other 

translations use the phrase “to fulfill”.  Jesus’ ministry on earth did not begin 

until after He was baptized.  His baptism seemed to propel Him into His public 

ministry and prepare Him for the miracles He was to perform.      

The decision to follow Jesus is a personal decision.  The decision to be baptized is a 

public decision.  Baptism is often referred to as the wedding band of our faith, the 
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moment where we publicly proclaim the inward decision to make Jesus our Lord and 

Savior.  To say it differently, baptism is an outward expression of an inward change.     

Communion (The Lord’s Supper)  

Communion uses bread as a symbol of Jesus’ body and wine as a symbol of His 

blood. It is taken to remember His sacrifice on the cross.  Jesus started the tradition of 

communion.  He instructed His disciples to take communion often as a way to 

remember Him and His sacrifice.    

Matthew 26:26-29   While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  27 Then 

he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

When we take communion we are actively recognizing and participating in the 

benefits that came from Christ’s death on the cross.  By taking of this sacrament we 

are nourishing our spirit and affirming all the things Jesus has done and will do for us. 

• While baptism symbolizes the birth of a new life in Christ, Communion is the 

sign of being a Christian and the continuation of a Christian life.  The Bible 

does also warn us to not take communion if we are not ready spiritually 

regardless of salvation. 
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1 Corinthians 11:27-30  So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone 

ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 For 

those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 

themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 

fallen asleep. 

• In this passage, Paul is warning the Corinthians about the consequences of 

taking part in communion without first examining themselves and “discerning 

the body of Christ.”  In discerning the body of Christ we recognize the unity of 

the church and evaluate if we are living a life united with the church.  In a more 

literal sense, we are asking ourselves “am I living a Christian life and walking 

out my faith.” 

There is no scriptural time frame in which we are to take communion.  The Bible 

simply says “as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup” (1 Corinthians 11:26).  

With that being said, as long as it is planned and observed properly, a church can 

partake in the Lord’s Supper as needed. 

Biblical Marriage 

Biblical marriage can be defined as one man (born a man) united with one woman 

(born a woman) for life.  This covenant is with God and should not be taken lightly or 

altered to fit personal preferences. 
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Matthew 19:4-6  “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made 

them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 

be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one 

flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

The idea present in this verse is one that was first mentioned back in Genesis.  God 

first created man and out of man he created woman.  Woman was originally part of 

man, marriage allows her to return and become one with him again.  This allows the 

full expression and design of God's image in human beings to be revealed.  Why 

Jesus uses the phrase “one flesh” in the verses above.  The amount of time and effort 

Satan spends trying to destroy marriages, families and human sexuality speaks to the 

importance they are to God and His plan to express His glory.     

Marriage represents a covenant between a man, a woman, and God.  This covenant 

serves as a symbol of the Holy Trinity.  The Trinity is a family and man, created in God’s 

image, was created to need a family. Therefore, a man cannot completely realize the 

essence of his existence until he learns to exist with someone and for someone.   

A healthy, biblical marriage is a three in one relationship between as husband, his 

wife, and their God.  God designed marriage to provide: partnership, spiritual 

intimacy and the ability to pursue God — together.  God completes all of our 

relationships, including our marriages.  There is no mention of a “soul mate” in the 

Bible, because only God completes and fulfills.      
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Read More About it: 

The Church:  Matthew 16:18-19; 18:15-20; John 17:11, 20-23; Acts 2:41-47; 5:11-14; 
13:1-3; 14:23; 16:5; 20:28; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22, 2:19-22; 
3:10-12; 5:22-32; Hebrews 12:23 

Baptism:  Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:12, 36-38; 10:47-48 

Communion:  Matthew 26:26-29; I Corinthians 10:16, 11:23-25 

Biblical Marriage:  Genesis 2:22-24, Ephesians 5:22-33, Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 
10:6-9, Galatians 5:24-25 

Provision  

God’s Provision 
   

It is the Father’s will for us to become whole, healthy, and successful in all areas of life. 

The Greek word used in the verse below for “supply” is plēroō and it means to “fill 

up, complete, abound, fulfill”.  It is the same word used in Matthew (ch 13) when 

telling the story of the disciples fishing and their nets were too full (plēroō) of fish to 

bring back onto the boat.  What an incredible picture of God’s ability to provide our 

needs.  

Philippians 4:19 (NLT) - And my God will supply every need of 

yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.   
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Over and over again the disciples failed to recognize what Jesus was doing right in 

front of them.  They missed the point of miracles and the take-aways of lessons.  This 

should give us hope for our lack of clarity today.  Here are 4 important truths in the 

ways that God provides for us today.   

1. God May Provide Different From What You Expect  

God always provides for His children it just may not be in the way we expect or hope.  

The Israelites were supernaturally delivered from Egypt only to face immediate 

challenges in the desert.  God’s ways are not our ways, when we ask God to provide 

for our needs, we are resigning our desire to control the outcome.  We are asking 

God to provide in whatever way He deems fit.  Be present so you don’t miss out on 

how God is at work in your life. 

   

Isaiah 55:9 (ESV) - 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.   

2. God Always Gives More of Himself   

The pursuit of God is the primary purpose of our lives.  Our greatest need in life is 

more of God and that is something He always gives.  What brings you greater joy in 

life, what God has given you or who God is to you?  God is at work in our life to guide 

us into a great realization that He is our ultimate need in life.       

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) - 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you. 
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3. God’s Ultimate Provision Was Jesus  

The greatest thing we could ever receive from God has already been given to us.  

Once we receive Christ, we receive everything we need.  Jesus is the ultimate 

treasure.  Everything that is good comes from God, through Christ.   

James 1:17 (NLT) - 17 Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down to us from God 

our Father, who created all the lights in the heavens. He never changes or casts a shifting 

shadow. 

4. God Provides Completely In Eternity  

God does not always provide and care for us in the ways we expect in this life.  As 

Christians we do not live for the seen, but the unseen.  Plenty of Christians throughout 

history lost their lives for the sake of the Gospel.  The age to come is where God 

provision will be fully clear and evident.  We may not see answers in this life, but 

eternity is our hope of a complete and perfect world.   

1 Corinthians 13:12 (NLT) - 12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 

mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity.  All that I know now is partial and 

incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me 

completely. 

It is God’s will for believers to become whole, healthy and successful in all areas of 

life. But because of the fall, many may not receive the full benefits of God’s will while 
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on Earth. That fact, though, should never prevent all believers from seeking the full 

benefits of Christ’s provision in order to better serve others.  Here are the areas we 

see God’s provision in our life:  

Spiritual  

God promises us new life upon our salvation.  Jesus promised the same thing to 

Nicodemus in the Gospel of John.  The new life promised relates to our spirit.  The 

phrase “born again” means our spirit is “anew, born of a higher place”.  God doesn’t 

simply identify our mistakes and demand change, He’s provided the solution and way 

through His spiritual provision.    

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (NLT) - 17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become 

a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of this is a gift from God, 

who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling 

people to him. 

Mental and Emotional  

Recent studies have revealed that our level of gratitude directly effects our level of 

depression overall wellbeing.  God has created us to be dependent beings.  The 

moments we feel stressed, overwhelmed, anxious, or depressed reveal moments we 

need to pray, seeking God for His peace and thanking Him for all He’s already done.       

Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT) - 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell 

God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.7 Then you will experience God’s 
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peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 

minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

Physical  

Jesus conquered all sickness, infirmities, disease, and lack when He conquered the 

grave.  God can and desires to provide our daily needs.  Food, employment, 

transportation, shelter, and health all represent some of the physical areas we need 

God’s provision in. 

Matthew 6:11 (NLT) - Give us today the food we need. 

Financial  

Jesus also conquered poverty and lack when he conquered the grave.  This does not 

mean every believer is entitled to a 6-figure salary, mansion in the Hamptons and a 

Benz.  It means all we have and possess is from God.  Our response to God in regards 

to our possessions is often the best gauge of our trust in Him.   

Psalm 23:1 (NIV) - The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

Giving  

We are called to live a life of generosity, in all areas of our life.  Simply put, generosity 

changes things.  God gave His one and only Son and it forever changed the course of 

humankind.  Jesus is the standard of life we seek to emulate.  In essence, Jesus was 

God’s tithe. 
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John 3:16 (NIV) - “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”   

Lifestyle of Generosity  

Give instead of take, serve others instead of getting them to serve you; love people 

unconditionally, instead of loving them with a set of expectations; show mercy and be 

kind to people even when they don’t deserve it; live your life in submission, rather 

than trying to come out on top of every situation. Our lifestyle of generosity reveals 

who our trust is in.      

Psalm 24:1 (NLT) The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.  The world and all its people 
belong to him. 
  

Our lifestyle of generosity can be classified into three categories: 

▪ Giving of our time .  
▪ Giving of our talents .  
▪ Giving of our treasure .  
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God created each one of us in his own image. He gave us each unique gifts for the 
purpose of serving Him and serving other people. Every one of us has something to 
give that will impact those around us.  

How Should We Give? 

▪ Cheerfully - God loves a happy heart.   

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small 

crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide 

in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For 

God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”* 

▪ Generously - God rewards unselfishness.  Jesus gave His life. 

Time Treasures Talents

Serving at church Tithing Singing or playing 
on a worship team

Helping those in need (hospital 
visitations, praying for co-
workers, baking for first-
responders).  

Offerings to missions or 
building expansions. 

Building props for 
local school or 
church props

Leading a Bible study during the 
week or volunteering your time.   

Sponsoring students or 
kids through missions 
efforts or summer camps.

Hosting events at 
our home
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Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (NLT) - 7 “But if there are any poor Israelites in your towns when you 

arrive in the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted 

toward them. Instead, be generous and lend them whatever they need 

Tithing  
  

The essence of being a Christian is to follow Jesus with all of our heart, body, soul and 

mind (Matt 22:37). That means that we trust Him in all areas. The topics of money, 

tithing, stewardship is referenced in the Bible over 2300 times. Why is money so 

important to God? The overarching theme is that The Bible encourages trusting in 

God to provide rather than trying to build up and hoard large amounts of wealth.  

Scripture is filled with financial instruction, more than any other topic. Much of the 

instruction is hard for us to hear in today’s society.  Money seems to make the world 

go around, and can easily become our focus in life.  Many of us have misconceptions 

about God’s concepts of finances.   

Here are a few:    

“money is the root of all evil” 

Many people believe that is what the Bible says. It is important to note that that is not 

what the Bible actually says. Money is not the root of all evil, the love of money is the 

root of all kinds of evil.   

�  
�112



  
1 Timothy 6:10 (NLT) - “For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some 

people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many 

sorrows.” 

“God doesn’t want me to have nice things”  

Matthew 6:24 (NLT) -  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 

the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

Mammon.”  

Mammon are riches & treasure, the things we can build and 

accumulate without God, in our own strength.  The problem 

with Mammon is that it allows the spirit of pride to enter our 

life, putting the focus of our life on our ability and taking it off 

of God.  Just like in our romantic relationships, we cannot 

simultaneously love two things.  God desires to be our main focus, not our mistress.  

Owning things is not a problem, problems happen when the things own us.  Tithing 

keeps our focus on God, the giver of all things.     

Tithing is not about the money. It’s about the attitude. God desires all of us (our 

hobbies, money, focus and relationships). If we have the right attitude about our 

money and use Biblical principles God will faithfully provide.  

Numbers 18:28 (NLT) - You must present one-tenth of the tithe received from the Israelites 

as a sacred offering to the Lord. This is the Lord’s sacred portion, and you must present it to 

Aaron the priest 
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Tithing is an Old Testament concept. The tithe was a requirement of the Law where 

the Israelites gave 10% of the crops they grew and the livestock they raised to the 

temple.  In fact, the Old Testament Law required multiple tithes—one for the Levites 

(priests), one for the use of the temple and the feasts, and one for the poor of the 

land—which would have pushed the total to around 23.3%.  

Matthew 5:24 (ESV) - Give to everyone who asks you, and don’t ask him who takes away your 
goods to give them back again. 

The New Testament does not designate a percentage of income a person should set 

aside. Most Christians have taken the 10% figure from the Old Testament and apply it 

for today.  The New Testament talks about the importance and benefits of giving. We 

are to give as we are able.  

Every Christian should diligently pray and seek God’s wisdom in the matter of 

participating in tithing and/or how much to give. Above all, all tithes and offerings 

should be given with pure motives and an attitude of worship to God and service to 

the body of Christ.  Tithing is intended to train people to trust God, to break greed 

and selfishness off our lives, and build healthy spiritual habits that will release God’s 

blessing over our lives.  

Proverbs 3:5 (NIV ) Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 
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“Do I believe that God wants to enrich my life with more than I can get by my 

own thoughts and actions?” Put another way, “Do I trust myself more than 

God?” 

Read More About It:  

Spiritual: John 3:3-11; Romans 10:9-10 

Mental and Emotional: Isaiah 26:3; 2 Timothy 1:7; Philippians 4:7-8; Romans 12:2  

Physical: Isaiah 53:4,5; Matthew 8:17; I Peter 2:24 

Financial: Joshua 1:8; Malachi 3:10-11; Luke 6:38; II Corinthians 9:6-10; 
Deuteronomy 28:1-14; Psalm 34:10, 84:11; Philippians 4:19 

The Second Coming And The End Times   

Our culture has become incredibly interested in apocalyptic themes and storylines.  

More and more TV shows and movies seem to embrace zombies, plagues and other 

terrifying end-of-the world scenarios.  In fact, many Bible scholars and Christian 

leaders believe we are currently seeing signs that validate we are experiencing the 

“end of days”.   

Many debates and questions exist about the events surrounding Christ’s return.  No 

one ever can or will fully know the details.  What we know from scripture is that our 

world is going to continually grow darker and then Jesus will return.  The Bible 
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provides some specific details that point to the nearing 

of Christ’s return and a general timeline of end time 

events, but does not provide a detailed account and of 

these events.  As Christians we live by faith and not by 

sight. God has given us enough information that we 

can be prepared, and that is what we are called to be.  

Second Coming And The End Times:  

▪ There are 216 chapters in the New Testament.  There are well over 300 
references to the return of Christ in the New Testament. 

▪ 23 of the 27 New Testament books mention Christ’s return. 

▪ One out of every 30 verses in the Bible mentions the subject of end times 
or of Christ’s return.    

The Second Coming  

The second coming is when Jesus Christ will return to earth in fulfillment of His 

promises and to fulfill the prophecies made about Him. It is the literal return of Jesus 

Christ to earth as King in power and glory. Christ's first coming was to stand in our 

place and receive the penalty for our sin. His Second Coming will defeat sin and Satan 

for all eternity.  

Acts 1:11 (NLT) - 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into 
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heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from 

heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 

• Since the time Jesus ascended into heaven, believers have been convinced 

that His return is near.  The early church experienced harsh persecution, 

heinous leaders, and many miracles.  Today, we must remember what the early 

church had to remember: it is scripture, not current events that determine 

when and how Christ will return.   

What we know about Christ’s return (The Second Coming):  

1) Christ is Coming Again - there will be a sudden, personal, visible, bodily 

return of Christ”.  Jesus himself will return, not His spirit, not His teachings, not 

His style of conduct.       

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NLT) - 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 

commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, 

the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 

 

2) We Should Eagerly Wait for His Return - the 

more we get caught up in enjoying the good 

things of this life, the more we neglect our 

personal relationship with Jesus, and the less we 

look forward to His return.   We must be 

engaged with obedience with God for our 

entire earthly life.  Our hope is in Christ, not the 

world.  Our focus should not be on stockpiling 
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food, digging bunkers, and hoarding ammo.  Our focus should be on heaven, 

longing to be with God forever, fully devoted to our commitment to Christ  

Philippians 3:20 (NLT) - But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. 

And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 

3) We Do Not Know When He Will Return - anyone who claims to know is 

wrong.  Since we do not know when Jesus is returning, we should always be 

ready for it.  To “be ready” for Christ’s return is to be faithfully obeying him in 

the present, actively engaged in what He has called us to do.   

Matthew 24:36 (NIV) - 36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” 

Why is the Second Coming Important? 

Simply put, the Second Coming is what the Bible teaches. To doubt the reality of it is 

to doubt the reliability, validity, and inerrancy of the Bible. Jesus also promised the 

Second Coming. If Jesus was wrong about the Second Coming, how can we trust 

anything else He taught? The Second Coming of Christ is our hope and confidence 

that God is in control of all things and is faithful to His Word and His promises.  

End Times  

Jesus will return at the time when the world is most in need of a savior. The world will 

be devastated, millions of people will perish, and the most evil person in all history 
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(the antichrist) will be ruler of the entire world.  Let’s take a deeper look at some of 

events described in the Bible surrounding this time.  

Matthew 24:5-13 (ESV) - 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and 

they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are 

not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.  9 “Then they will deliver you up to 

tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 

10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many 

false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be 

increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be 

saved.  

Jesus is discussing events that will take place on earth during the time of tribulation. 

“birth pains” are a symbol of the tribulation. Many Bible scholars believe this period 

will last seven years (based on Daniel 9:24-27).  At the end of this period, Jesus will 

return to earth, defeat His enemies, and establish the promised kingdom.  These 

verses contain several warning signs that signal His return is near:    

 “Lead many astray” (v. 4–5) – directly speaking about the Antichrist (Revelation 6); 

the final world dictator who will lead the nations astray. He will begin his career as a 

peacemaker, signing a covenant with Israel to protect her from her enemies Israel will 

welcome this man as their great savior.  
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“Wars and rumors of wars” (v. 6) - wars are not a sign of the end. There have always 

been wars in the world, and will be until the very end. Wars of themselves do not 

announce the end of days or the coming of the Lord.  

“Famines and earthquakes” (v. 7) - war and famine usually go together.  

Earthquakes and other natural disasters help cause epidemics.  

“Put you to death” (v. 9) - Christians have always been hated by the world, but here 

there will be increased persecutions and murders, unlike anything ever seen/

experienced. All nations will be involved.  

“Lawlessness will be increased” (v. 10–13) - Those who once were true to each 

other will betray each other. This suggests that marriages, homes, and nations will be 

torn apart because of lack of loyalty. Lawlessness will abound, to the point that even 

law enforcement agencies will not be able to keep the peace.  
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Suggested End Times Timeline 

Church Age

The Church Age is the period of time 

from Pentecost (Acts 2) to the rapture.  It 

is called the Church Age because it 

covers the period in which the Church is 

on earth spreading the gospel.

Matthew 16:18 (ESV) - 

18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it.

Dead In 

Christ Rise 

(1st 

Resurrection)

Scripture appears to make it clear that 2 
resurrections will happen:   

The 1st resurrection is for those who are 

Christians to be raised from the dead.   

This resurrection is only for Christians.  Those 

who “rise first” are resurrected to their 

glorified bodies before those who are 

raptured. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NLT) 

16 For the Lord himself will 

come down from heaven with 

a commanding shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trumpet call of 

God. First, the believers 

who have died will rise 

from their graves against it.
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The Rapture 

Rapture comes from the Latin word rapio, 

meaning “seize, snatch, carry away”.  This 

term refers to the period of time when 

Christ takes living Christians away to 

heaven.  This event can occur at any time 

(Revelation 4).      

The rapture and the second coming are 

separate events.  The Christian will meet 

Christ in the clouds during the rapture, the 

Second Coming will see Christ descend all 

the way to earth.   

Many scholars agree during this time the 

Church will be removed from earth.  The 

Church is never mentioned again in the 

book of Revelation after the verse found in 

chapter 4:1.   

The Holy Spirit will also be removed from 

the earth during this time.  Since He is our 

guide to all truth, His removal from earth 

will allow the rise of the Antichrist to 

power.    

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NLT) 

-17 Then, together with 

them, we who are still alive 

and remain on the earth will 

be caught up in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air. 

Then we will be with the Lord 

forever. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (NLT) - 

For this lawlessness is already 

at work secretly, and it will 

remain secret until the one 

who is holding it back steps 

out of the way.
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The  

Rise of 

Antichrist

Revelation 6 – once Christians are 

raptured, the Church is removed, and the 

Holy Spirit taken away from the earth, the 

antichrist will have nothing preventing him 

from coming on the scene (1 John 4:3).  

The Antichrist will make a 7-year peace 

treaty with the people, instituting world 

peace.  Signing this treaty officially begins 

the tribulation period.  He will allow Israel 

to rebuild the temple and institute a one 

leader, worldwide government.  

After three and a half years, this ruler will 

break his treaty and completely defile the 

temple.  The last half of the Tribulation will 

see harsh persecution, famine, and war.   

Daniel 9:27 (NLT) - The 

ruler will make a treaty with 

the people for a period of 

one set of seven, but after 

half this time, he will put an 

end to the sacrifices and 

offerings. And as a climax to 

all his terrible deeds, he will 

set up a sacrilegious object 

that causes desecration, until 

the fate decreed for this 

defiler is finally poured out 

on him.” 
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The 

Tribulation  A period of 7 years of hardship, distress, 

and suffering will be experienced after the 

rapture and before Christ’s return.  Many of 

the signs that were predicted to precede 

Christ’s return will be fulfilled during this 

period, including the rise of the Antichrist. 

The tribulation period is when the wrath of 

God will be poured out on a world that has 

rejected God for so long. 

Pre-tribulation – Christians are rescued 

before the tribulation period (what most 
scholars believe to be true). 

Mid-tribulation – Christians are rescued in 

the middle of the tribulation period, before 
conditions get severe.  

Post-tribulation – Christians are rescued 

after the tribulation period 

Revelation 7:14 (ESV) - 14 I 

said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said to me, “These are 

the ones coming out of the 

great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 

(NLT) - 9 This man will come 

to do the work of Satan with 

counterfeit power and signs 

and miracles. 10 He will use 

every kind of evil deception 

to fool those on their way to 

destruction, because they 

refuse to love and accept the 

truth that would save them. 

11 So God will cause them to 

be greatly deceived, and they 

will believe these lies. 

12 Then they will be 
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First Half of Tribulation (3 ½ years) – Revelation chapters 6-11 

• Antichrist rises to power, ¼ of the earth’s population dies from warfare, famine, and 

disease, 1/3 of the earth’s light is gone due to heavenly bodies colliding, 1/3 of the 

earth’s vegetation is destroyed. 

• Christians are martyred for the sake of Christ, the temple is rebuilt in Jerusalem, 

people are gripped with fear.  

• These chapters discuss a group of 144,000 Jewish witnesses.  Since the Church will 

be removed, these witnesses will be whom God uses to spread His truth. 

• 2 Witnesses will be in Jerusalem, during this time, who will speak openly against the 

Antichrist.  They will appear immortal and will destroy anyone that attacks them.    

Second Half of Tribulation (3 ½ years) – Revelation 11-16 

• Antichrist is fully empowered by Satan to rule.  He asserts himself as a deity figure to 

be worshiped.  He will be assassinated and then later rise again.    

• The mark of the beast is introduced in order for anyone to buy or sell.   

• These will be the years of the harshest conditions.  The Battle of Armageddon marks 

the end of this period.   
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Battle of 

Armageddon

Revelation 16-19 - The final battle 

between the antichrist, Satan, and Christ.  

A huge army, from the east, will cross the 

Euphrates River and invade Israel to fight 

against the Antichrist.  Heaven will open, 

and Christ will return with the Church as 

His army.   

Christ will physically return to destroy the 

armies gathered and will bring human 

leadership to an end.  The end of this 

battle will see Satan tossed into the 

bottomless pit for 1,000 years.  .   

Revelation 16:16 (NLT) 

-16 And the demonic spirits 

gathered all the rulers and 

their armies to a place with the 

Hebrew name Armageddon. 
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Christ Returns

The great hope of the 

Christian faith is that Christ 

will return to judge and 

restore the world. This return 

will be a triumphant entry, 

loud and victorious, sudden, 

and unpredictable.

John 14:3 (NIV) - 3 And if I 

go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am.

Christians Rewarded

The only way to heaven is 

through relationship with 

Jesus Christ.  But, for the 

Christian, the way we live on 

earth determines how we will 

be rewarded in heaven.  

Christians will be judged, at 

the Judgment Seat of Christ, 

by their good works for their 

heavenly reward.    

Revelation 22:12 (NIV) - 

12 “Look, I am coming soon! 

My reward is with me, and I 

will give to each person 

according to what they have 

done. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)- 

10 For we must all appear 

before the judgment seat 

of Christ, so that each of us 

may receive what is due us 

for the things done while in 

the body, whether good or 

bad
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Satan Thrown Into 

Bottomless Pit

Satan will be bound for 1,000 

years, allowing Christ and His 

church to usher in the 

Millennial Age.  Hell is real 

and not ever designed for 

humans.

Revelation 20:2 (NLT) - 2 He 

seized the dragon—that old 

serpent, who is the devil, 

Satan—and bound him in 

chains for a thousand years.

Satan Thrown Into 

Bottomless Pit

Satan will be bound for 1,000 

years, allowing Christ and His 

church to usher in the 

Millennial Age.  Hell is real 

and not ever designed for 

humans.

Revelation 20:2 (NLT) - 2 He 

seized the dragon—that old 

serpent, who is the devil, 

Satan—and bound him in 

chains for a thousand years.
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Millennial Age

Refers to the 1,000 year reign 

of Christ.  This period will be 

a time of peace and 

prosperity on earth. 

This is usually seen as the 

same kingdom anticipated by 

the Old Testament prophets.  

The first time Jesus came to 

earth was to rescue His bride 

(the church), His second 

return to earth is to reign with 

His bride (the church).   

There will be no weapons, 

police, armies, insurance, etc.  

From Jerusalem, Jesus will 

rule and reign over the entire 

earth.  The Church will reign 

with Him (Rev 20:4). 

There will be nations left on 

earth.  Because of their 

faithfulness, believers will be 

given jurisdiction over cities 

and nations (Luke 19:17).

Revelation 20:4-5 (NLT) - 
4 Then I saw thrones, and the 

people sitting on them had 
been given the authority to 

judge. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been 

beheaded for their testimony 
about Jesus and for 

proclaiming the word of God. 
They had not worshiped the 

beast or his statue, nor 
accepted his mark on their 

foreheads or their hands. 
They all came to life again, 

and they reigned with Christ 
for a thousand years. 5 This 

is the first resurrection. (The 
rest of the dead did not come 

back to life until the 
thousand years had ended.) 

Isaiah 11:6 (NLT) - In that 

day the wolf and the lamb will 

live together; the leopard will 

lie down with the baby goat. 

The calf and the yearling will 

be safe with the lion, and a 

little child will lead them all.
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The Last Rebellion

After 1000 years, Satan will 

be intentionally released into 

the earth and allowed to 

again deceive nations and 

people.  The purpose of this 

is to allow those born during 

the Millennial period to have 

a chance to reject Christ if 

they choose.   

A large number of citizens 

will follow Satan and attempt 

an attack on Jerusalem.  This 

effort will be ended when fire 

falls from heaven upon them.  

At that point, Satan will be 

thrown into the lake of fire 

for all eternity.  

Revelation 20:8-9 (NLT) - 

8 He will go out to deceive 

the nations—called Gog and 

Magog—in every corner of 

the earth. He will gather 

them together for battle—a 

mighty army, as numberless 

as sand along the seashore. 

9 And I saw them as they 

went up on the broad plain of 

the earth and surrounded 

God’s people and the 

beloved city. But fire from 

heaven came down on the 

attacking armies and 

consumed them.
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Great White Throne 

Judgment

The final judgment 

unbelievers face.  They will 

be judged by their works 

alone and found lacking 

because it is Christ alone that 

saves.     

Rev 20:12-15 (NLT) - And 

the dead were judged 

according to what they had 

done, as recorded in the 

books. … 15 And anyone 

whose name was not found 

recorded in the Book of Life 

was thrown into the lake of 

fire. 

Resurrection of the 

Dead (2nd Resurrection)

Scripture appears to make it 

clear that 2 resurrections will 

happen.  The 1st resurrection 

refers to the Dead In Christ 

rising and the 2nd 

resurrection is for those who 

are unbelievers. 

Revelation 20:6 (NIV) - 

6 Blessed and holy are those 

who share in the first 

resurrection. The second 

death has no power over 

them, but they will be priests 

of God and of Christ and will 

reign with him for a thousand 

years.
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Read More About It:  

Second Coming: Psalms 110:1, Daniel 7:13, Matthew 24:44, Matthew 26:63-64, John 

14:3, Hebrews 9:28, 2 Peter 3:10, 1 John 3:2, Acts 1:9-11; I Thessalonians 4:15-17; II 

Thessalonians 1:7-8; Revelation 1:7, Revelation 22:20

New Heaven & New 

Earth

After the events of the end 

times, the current heavens 

and earth will be done away 

with and replaced by the 

new heavens and new earth. 

The eternal dwelling place of 

believers will be the new 

earth. The new earth is the 

“heaven” on which we will 

spend eternity.  God will 

restore earth to its intended 

place.  Free of pain, sickness, 

and sin.  

Rev 21:1 (NLT) - Then I saw 

a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the old heaven and 

the old earth had 

disappeared. And the sea 

was also gone.   

�  
�132




